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TO THE BEADEB 



The following ^ Becollections ** were, except 
a few of the last numbers, originallj published 
in the Nordiem Ghtistiaa Adyoeate. Several 
of my brethren, both of the ministrj and mem* 
bership of the church, have ezprewed a desiro 
to see them published in a more permanent 
form. I have therefore come to the conclusion 
to republish them in the form in which they 
now appear. 

The following note is an expression of the 
views of some of those who have counseled me 
on this subject: — 

« We, the subscribers, having read the ^ Be* 
collections ' of the Bev. A. Chase, as published 
in the Northern Christian Advocate, believe 
that the historical incidents contained in them 
are of suffici^t interest and value to require 
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their publication in a permanent form. We are 
happy to find that many personal friends of the 
writer have concurred in this opinion ; and we 
hope that these reminiscences will find a wide 
circulation. 

"John Copeland, 

"M. TOOKER, 
«F. G. HiBBARD. 

"Gfencra, October 21, 1846." 

Should the perusal afibrd, in any degree, plea- 
sure and profit to those who may read these 
sketches, it will accomplish the highest exp^ctap* 
tion of 

' The Author. 



RECOLLECTIONS OF THE PAST. 



Dear Brother Rounds, — Several of my 
friends, both of the ministiy and membership of 
the church, have for several years urged me to 
publish, either in some of our periodicals, or in 
pamphlet form, some of the incidents and events 
which i have witnessed, or that have come to 
my knowledge in days past, an^which are known 
to but few now living, t have hitherto declined^ 
thinking I had not sufficient leisure. But now, 
being superannuated, and in this wintry season 
mostly in my room, I have concluded to oflTer a 
few scraps for publication, should you think pro- 
per to admit them into the columns of our 
Northern Christian Advocate. These sketches 
will present facts and events which may be use- 
ful to some, and which, if not written, will soon 
pass into oblivion. If there are any who peruse 
your columns merely in search of flowers, they 
need not be at the trouble of looking over these 
sketches. In alluding to individuals, I shall 
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generally use only the initials of names ; as 
some persons are still living, whose ^story is 
intimately connected with the incidents here 
recorded, who might not be pleased, should 
names be given. 



NUMBER I. 

In the year 1800 the inhabitants of the coun- 
ties of Saratoga and Montgomeiy were some* 
what alarmed by the appearance of the small- 
pox in their neighborhood ; and our physicians 
generally advised the people of that section of 
country to forestall the disease by inoculation. 
Accordingly, several neighborhoods bordering 
on the line which divided the above-named 
counties, agreed to employ a physician for that 
purpose. Two houses ^ere provided ; one in 
Saratoga, the other in Montgomery, being dis- 
tant from each other about one mile and a h^Jf, 
for the accommodatioil of such as were disposed 
to adopt the measure of inoculation. Most of 
the youth of both sexes in that vicinity entered 
either the one or the other of these houses. I 
think it was about Christmas when they were 
opened for the reception of patients. One of 
these houses was owned and occupied by J. G. 
and his wife^^ who were members of the Meth* 
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odist EpiBoopal Ckoiohy as were abo bis fadier 
and mother, with some other members of the 
famUy. But he had a brother, B. C, who, for 
sevend jears, had be^ aoted lor his profiigacjr 
and wickedness. This yoong man was one of 
the number that entered the ^pock-honse^ 
owned by his brother. On his first entrance, 
he profiinely vowed that he woidd not starve 
himself for the enttU-pox; bat would indulge 
himself as usual in meats and drinks. But it 
was soon seen and felt in both these houses 
that the smaU-pox was not to be. trifled with, 
ihough taken bj inooulation. Most of the pOf* 
tiemts in both bouses, either through want of 
skill- or prudence in de physiaan, or. from some 
oAier cause, suffered severely. But pocnr B. Q^ 
when the disease fastened upon him, which was 
at a much later period than with most of tha 
others, soon became an ohjee£ of astonishment 
and pity. Thepartienlars of his ai^^earance 
and sufferings I will attempt to describe. ItwiH 
perhi^Ni give an idea of hisoon^tiQa to say, that 
Ibr twenty-one days he was incapable ef movii^ 
a limb, or of uttering a word. And frequently, 
during this time, his attendants could hardly de-i 
termine whether it was a living belnger aloatlH 
some eovpse that lay before them. While ha 
was dine sumeadad between Ufe and deati^ 
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great anxiely was f^lt aad manifested for him 
by the comnumit j generally ; but especially l^ 
his family connections and: the few pious per* 
sons in the neighborhood. By these, prayer 
vras made almost without ceasing for him, in 
public and in private. Sometimes his parents 
and other friends would oome within sight of 
Hie house, and there offer up prayer in his be- 
half. On one occasion, accompanied by one of 
the itinerant preachers, who frequently called 
at his father's house, in their monthly rounds on 
the then Saratoga circuit,, they came as near the 
house as they dare adventure themselves, and 
there kneeling in the. cold deep snow,. poured 
out their souls in prayer f<fr him, that be might 
be raised up again, or that if taken away by 
death, mercy might be< extended to his soul.; 
and tha( he might be saved from the death that 
never dies. . At length, on a certain morning, 
when those who had watched by bis bed during 
the night had left, his brother J. came into the 
room, and stood looking upon him ; when he 
partly opened* his eyes, and slightly moved the 
covering of the bed with one of his hands. His 
brother was much surprised, and niljoiced to see 
these signs of returning life. ShcMcily after, he 
again opened his eyes, dj^ew up his right hand, 
and removed the bed clothes from his breast. 
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His brother ^enAj covered him again. But 
while he was doing this, B. looked nniling upon 
him, and said, '^J., I want to get up.** His 
brother replied, " R, you cannot get up.*' H<a 
then raised both his hands, and exclaimed, '^Yes, 
J., I can get up ! Glory to God, he has healed 
me soul and body !" His brother supposed that 
this unexpected exhibitioii of strength was the 
result of delirium, and strove to quiet him. But 
he continued to exclaim, ^^ Glory to God, he has 
healed me, soul and body;'' and insisted on hay- 
ing his wearing apparel brought, and that they 
idiould help him to arise and dress liimself. 
His friends finally yielded, and he arose, and for 
seyeral hours praised God with an audible 
voice. 

A glorious revival of religion followed, which 
will be more particularly described hereafter. 



NUMBEB n. 

At the time to which reference is made, in 
Hie first number of these sketches, Methodists 
in that section of country were few and far 
between ; and it was a very rare thing to find 
a young person professing religion. The youth 
were generally demoted to vain amusements. 
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The ball-roQin was the plao« of general resort 
Bu); ther^ iras a family by the name of M., who 
resided but a short distance from my &ther'a 
hoose. This man was the leader of the little 
class of Methodists in the vicinity. ■ He was a 
man of few words, but of unnnpeachable moral 
and Christian diar««ter. Thi§ circumstanco 
exerted, as it ever doeS| a powerful influence in 
ikjOT of the infant society in that place. Even 
those who were most loud and vehem^t in the 
cry against the Methodists, when pointed to J^ 
M., were oon^dled, to acknowledge that he waa 
an honest man, and that his life comported with 
his profession. His wife was a woman of soun4 
common sense, and-;<rf ardent piety. When y^t 
but a lad, I used frequently to call on this Hm-r 
ifyi ai^d this mother in Israel used to taJk to me 
so sweetly about Jesus, that my young heart 
many times nxeked, and I wished I was a 
Christian. She used, generally, to dose the in- 
terview by laying her hands upon my head, and 
offering up a fervent prayer that God would 
make me a Christian. On onaoccasion, she not 
only prayed that God would make me a Chria^ 

tian, but a m r also, I seem to feel at 

this very moment sometlung of that unearthly- 
influence which sometimes rested upon me on 
Hkm OQcasions- 0, if aU dasshl^ers and 
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private memben) were ia tlie spirit i^d practtoe 
o^ thiB devoted oouj^^ whlat gloiy would beam 
forth upon and be r^ected by tiw chyrch of 
GodI 

In this piocis &milj there w^« « son and 
daogbter, nearly of mj own age. This son and 
daughter, aa might be expected, under the in* 
struction and prayers, of such parents, became 
laous while they were yet young ; and previous- 
ly to the time of the change wrought upon B» 
C, heretofore related, this^ son, D. M., and his 
aister M. H',wer6 botih members of the church. 
They were the first yonng persons, save 
one, that I had ever seen or heard making 
profession of religion. But they were like 
speckled bkds, gazed upcm, especially by the 
youthful part of opmmunity, manj of whom 
tiiought, or affected to thmk, these were poor, 
gloomy, melancholy beings, ignorant of the 
pleasures their fellow youth enjoyed in vain 
recreations. While mentioning these young 
persons, it may be proper to say that D. M. fell 
an early victim to the fatal consun^tion $ buil^ 
not until he had lived to see the gi*eat and glo^ 
nous revival of religion which I have proposed 
to describe, and in promoting which he was 9k 
principal agent. I now seem to see him as dis-» 
tinetly as at that momemty when he arose in« 
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large assembly, add with a eountenance that 
bewned ^tth supernatural light, e:^claiined, 
<* My friends, last Thursday , night -God sanc- 
tified my soul-/' In this spirit he lingered 
and suffered long, but patiently, until the Mas- 
ter said, ** It is endtigh,** and triumphantly he 
entered the port of rest ' His sister M. lived to 
become the mother of a famify, which she train- 
ed up for heaven, and perhaps still lingers on 
the shores of time. 

There was also in the same neighborhood a 
young man by the name of W. S., who had not 
entered the ** pock-house," who about the same 
time that others did so, attended a quarterly 
meeting; and there, or about that time, made 
up his mind to renounce the pleasures of the 
world, and seek the Lord. About the sattK^ 
time, another young man, T. B., a cousin of W. 
6., formed a similar resolution. So that when 

B. C. was able to go out, he found the four 
young persons above mentioned prepared to 
unite with him in the service of God. These 
five proposed to the leader, I. M., to call a spe- 
cial meeting for tibe young people. To this the 
leader consented, and a general invitation was 
given to the youth to attend and hear from B. 

C. what the Lord had done for him. To this 
meeting, which was held on the evening of the 
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first day of April, 1 801, in a private fianabons^ 
were, gathered almost all the youth living with- 
in a convenient distance of the place. . . As'to 
myself, such had been my state of mind eyer 
since I bad heard R. C. declaim m^bat the Lord 
bad done for him, that I knew I should not be 
able to govern my fedings to any great extent ; 
and therefore, on going into the house, took a 
position in the comer of a room, where a door, 
which opened into an adjoining room, when 
swung back, nearly concealed me from the view 
of all in the house. These young professors 
soon commenced singing, for whidi B. C. bad 
a good voice, which he had frequently employed 
in former times in singing vain songs. But now, 
when those who had listened to him while vain 
and foolish, beard him employing that voice in 
praising God, they were deeply affected. 

The meeting was subsequently opened by 
prayer ; after which several sp<^ and prayed. 
The Spirit of God was there, and deep solemni- 
ty rested upon alnlost every mind. At length, 
X>. M., B. C, and T. B., commenced passing in 
different directions through the house, and speak- 
ing to. the young- people individually. I was 
glad that I was so far concealed as to escape 
this personal address. Many were deeply af- 
fected, and some from that evening set out in 
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good tamest to seek the Lord. Atth^ ciose of 
this meeting, it was agreed that one should be 
held the neict evening at the hoase of I. M., 
the leader. That was ihe yreajt meetingy wiuidi 
shall hereafter be more particularly described. 



NUMBER III. 

As might be expec^ted^ jgreat was tibe excite- 
ment produced throughout the commumt j, and 
the next evening, at an early hour, there was % 
general rush to the appointed place of meeting. 
And though it was a farming country, and the 
inhabitants coDnparatively sparse, yet a multitude 
came tt^ther. At the very commencement of 
the meeting, ui ftwM power and influence rested 
upon the congregation. Singing, prayer, exhort* 
ation, and the relation of Christian experience, 
were continued for some time, while almost eveiy 
heart in the congregation seemed to be melted or 
moved. Tears flowed freely ftwn many eyes 
unused to weeping ; sobs and sighs were h^trd 
in almost every part of the hotue. The little 
company of believers seemed as though there 
^subsisted in them all one soul;" and in all 
their actions and words, they seemed more like 
miirfstexittg iqplrits s^t from heaven^ than like 
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ttiere human belnga. Wlien the meetiiig had 
pn^ressed in tim spirit for dome time^ D. M. and 
T. B. commenced passing thrcmgh the 6<mgrega* 
tion, taking differentdirectionB throi^h ihe houM, 
as on the preceding evening, and speaking indi* 
viduallj to all whom thej ooold approadi, in the 
doise crowd. I had obtained a place to stand, 
near the outer door, and when I sow that those 
two yeong men^ih their eoorse through the 
boose, were likely to meet about in the place 
where I stood, I thought of trying to escape*; for 
I Jknew'that if penonally addressed, I should 
expose myself to the whote congregation. Thus 
the pride of my heart arose, even wh«i I deeply 
felt that I was a condemned sinner. Bnt tlM) 
attempt to fly was m vain, fin: such was the press 
that the door could not then be opened. There 
was standing, at my right hand, a robust young 
man, by the name of T. A. The two who were 
passing around, met directly where we were 
standing. One of them commenced q>eaking1o 
T. A., the other to me ; and as we were crowd- 
ed close together, I soon discovered Ihat T. A; 
was gready agitated. His whole fiame shook, 
like one in a violent fit of the ague. Suddenly, 
he dropped to the floor, fike one (ribot down m 
battle, and exclaimed, ** God be m^cifnl to me 
*Amerr The next moiacnt he sprang to hk 
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featy^Httd ex^iaimedy ^ Glory U> God, he haft, for 
Ghmf 8v3ake^ forgiven me all my sins T* 

I will here state that I shall say as little of 
myself in these sketches as consistently I can, 
butshall-feel hound occasionally to glance at my 
own experience ; and must here state, that the 
last' consciousness I had> of what was passing 
around me was the declaration of T. A., that he 
was a pardcmed sinner, until I~£cmnd myself on 
my knees, by a low stool or bench, and my head 
hanging nearly to the floor,, on the other side. 
How, or when, I got in this position, I cannot 
say ; whether acddentaUy^ as I sunk down, or 
by the help of others. My thoughts had been 
wholly turned to myself, and the state of my 
own sinful heart But I found no relief at that 
time. 

As to the change so suddenly wrought upon T. 
A., many then doubted whether it was possible 
that it could be a genuine Christian experience ; 
and even at the present time many express the 
same doubts, in reference to sinular changes. 
But why should we thus doubt ? Is not this the 
sum total of the ground or condition of the justi- 
fication of the sinner, namely, repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ? 
In other words, wha^ more is required or neces* 
aary, than that a man should see and feel that 



SSCOLLECTIOK^ OF TB£ PAiT. 17 

he is a dinner, lost and undone — that there is 
no help in himself— and that he then throw 
jhimself upon the promises of God,^aA ^ven in 
the gospel, and embrace Christ by faith, as the 
great atoning sacrifice for sin ? And why should 
this require a year— a monUi — a day, or «ay 
limited time ? Though repentstfit tears will flow, 
where there is a truly penitent hearty yet these, 
tho^gh they were mingled, with blood, can never 
wash away the guilt and pdlution of sin. Nor 
can refi>rmation of life,, which is invariably con- 
nected with true penitence, ever balance the 
dreadful debt of sin. O, that the doctrine of 
salvation by faith were better and knore gene- 
rally understood ! 

At this meeting, W. S., mentioned in my las^ 
found relief from the burden of sin, ^hidi had 
for months laid heavily upon liim. It was also 
on this evening that D. M. obtained the blessing 
of perfect love. Many left the place fully re- 
fiolved to renounce their sinfl, and seek the Lord. 
2 
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NUMBER IV. 

There was no appointment made for meeir 
ing the next evening. And when the morning 
dawned, I walked abroad solitary, and deeply 
lad^n with the guilt of sin; The frown of God 
was upon me, and every object seeihed to wit- 
ness that he was justly displeased for my ^n. 
My heart swelled almost to breaking, and I 
thought I could not live^ unless Christians were 
praying far me. Especially did I desire the 
prayers of that mother in Israel^ Mrs. M., the 
wife of the leader; I was deeply impressed 
with the idea that. God would not send me to 
hell, while she was praying for me, and that if 
my prayer were united with hers, it would reach 
the ear of the divine Majesty. I therefore 
longed for this, as one panting for cooling wa- 
ters, in a parched and thirsty land. I therefore 
went to the house of T. A., who is still living in 
the dty of Rochester, who was not a professor 
of religion, nor was any member of his family? 
but some of his children had been powerfully 
wrought upon in the meeting the evening pre- 
vious. Of this man I inquired wheth^ he was 
willing that a prayer meeting should be held in 
his house on tiie evening of that day, to which 
he consented. I then went to the leader, who 
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agreed to fittend and take cbarge of the meeting. 
Two or duree yomig peirsona united with me, 
and we took a ctrcoit, extending some two or 
three miles from the centre, a^d invited aU, 
yoang aad old, rich and poor^ to attend the 
meeting. When the people had iSUed^the house 
to OYerflowing,.the Holy SfMrit descended and 
todk the lead. There .was little of hnman agen- 
cy exerted, except in prayer. Such deep and 
pungent conviction of sin I have seldom wit- 
nessed from that day to the pr^ent O. Bi in 
particular, a brother of W. S., seemed like one 
in the agonies of the second death. What wail- 
ings ! What deep compunction I The scene is 
as distinctly befere my mind at this moment as 
when it was passing. Many that evening found 
peace in believing^ and went home rejoicing in 
God their Saviour. But I probably had de- 
pended too mudi upon the prayers of others. 
The meeting cbsed, and the people dispersed, 
leaving me tiie same burdened and disconsolate 
sinner. 

On the following day, which was Saturday, 
the 4th of April, 1801, a prayer meeting was 
to be held in the afternoon, which had been 
previously appointed at the house, and for the 
special benefit of B. K., whose wife, a sister of 
R. (Xj had suddenly died a few weeks previously, 
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teaving the bereaved husband deeply awakened. 
And on tiie evening of that da j th^re was to be 
a prayer meeting at the house of the £sither of 
B. C. To this a^rnoon meeting I repaited 
with a heavy and sorrowful heart -But wbile 
they «prayed, « deep gloom settled up<m my 
mind p and when the utieeting closed, I was (m 
the very borders of despair. I however slowly 
moved toward the place of the evening meeting, 
without particularly noticing who, or whether 
any one was accompanying me. After walking 
perhaps one hundred rods, B. G. overtook me, 
and taking my arm, commenced conversing with 
me. I freely and fully opened to him the state 
of my mind, suggesting my doubts whether there 
was any mercy for me. He replied by setting 
forth the mercy of God, and the love of the Sar 
viour — ^his willingness to receive the returning 
penitent, and add^. All that is necessary, is one 
sin^e act of faith : claim him as your Saviour, 
and you will feel that he is yours. Wbile he 
was speaking, I found power by faith to lay 
hold, as I had never done before, upon the {)ro- 
mises of the gospeL My heart, which a litde 
time before was as lead or stone, now seemed 
like a bird that had escaped fi»m die cage, or 
from the snare of the fowler, and soared above, 
}& a manner iriiich I cannot describe. Theson 
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was just sii^diig in the weston faorixon, imveiU 
ed widi doad»-— it was a calm spring evemii^-- 
all natore soemed to smile with joy, which per- 
^^sctly chimed in with the cahn which had just 
ootEhe over my souL It, was an hour never to 
be forgotten. May my sun of lifb-set as doud'- 
less fmd gently, as to me the material snn sunk 
«way on that memorable evening 1 

I wm walked with a U^ h^art to the place 
of the evening meeting; aad as I approached 
the gate, Mrs. M., Who had net attended the 
aftemeon meeting, met me. And while yet 
some paces dist^t, and before any words had 
passed between ns, she said, in a sweet and gen- 
tle v^be, " Glory to God, theprayer is answered." 
1{ my readers will excuse this detail of my 
own ezperienee, perhaps I shall not tax dieit 
padmce tb heavily again. ^ " 
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dkt the time of which X am wxking, WiUiaa 
M'Lcnehan was presiding elder en the Albany 
district^ PhiladelphmCanfenBoe, to whidi Sara« 
toga drcintilwn belodged, and Daniel Higby and 
Smith AmokL were appooited to the eireuit. 
Whivatfae preadmm wwe^ aft 4ia time <f the 
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commeiioemeiii of- this revival, I Imow not. I 
recoUect but litde of the preibchera at tliis time. 
Thomas Dodson, a Yirginian I believe, who was 
appointed that ^jear to the Delaware circai<^ 
wMch lay soath of the Mohawk Biver, was with 
us considerably in the spring and part of &e 
summer ; w&etiier by waj of ezduuige, <»> otheF- 
wise, I cannot telL But he was the preacher 
who received the fruits^ this revival into the 
ehurefat which amounted ta thirty4hree unma3> 
ried persons, and pexhi^ an equal number of 
heads of families, all admitted at the same time. 
The presiding dd&c having thiitryear closed his 
constitutional tenn on^ the district, was the fol- 
lowing year appcintedto Saratoga circuity and 
during the year married a member of the so- 
<^ety to which I belonged, being succeeded on the 
district by William Colbert. Of W.M'Lenehan 
I ought to say, he was one of the most faultless 
diaracters I have ever known as a Christiaii 
and as a minister. And were all his cotempe- 
raries now presenl^ I "would boldly ask, whoever 
saw him do an improp^ act? Whoever heard 
lam. speak an improper word, either in pubHc 
or private ? He was affietble yet grave, cheerfal 
yet dignified, in all his intercourse with men. 
. At the time of thisrevival there was-livingin 
oor neighboriiood a preacher by the name rf 
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£• Cf whoy when tlie work first -commenced, 
was from home. But returning on the evening 
of the meeting at the hous^ of T. A., h^-entered 
heartily into the work : and although we did not 
consider hun the agent in commen^^ing it, jet 
he became so identified with it,..that many of us 
looked up to faim as children would to a father. 
And by referring to.the Minutes it wiU be seen 
that he was the following year appointed with 
WiUiam MXenehan to Saratoga circuit. 
- Sis personal appearance w|^ interesting, his 
ffiaimera gentlemanly, and. he was considered 
quite aboye m^ocrity in pcnnt of talents. He 
wa^ therefore^ as might Jje e:^pected, beloved 
and — ^I will not say idoMzed^ bpt caressed by 
the many* O that I could trace him in the 
years that followed, and to the close of ^ ca- 
reer with the same satisfaction with which I can 
that of M'Lenehan and some others whose 
name^ I may find occadon to introduce ! But, 
alas ! the case is widely, and sadly difiermit. I 
have no dispoeation to expose the church to the 
derision of her en^Bie^ ; or to magnify' the faults 
of poor human nature ; but this case furnishes 
a beacon light, and is a warning to all now 
living, who may hear- thereof. . The sacred 
Scriptures justify the course, by presenting as 
waroings the Mi of mtkm taoA individoalfr 
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iV C. contSnued to travel for a few succeeding 
years after leaving Saratoga circuit, and was 
exceedingly popular wherever he Vent, 'But 
in those days we had no " garden spots/' as eta^ 
tions, except in a few of the larger cities. Obr 
circuits were extensive, and the labor and suF^ 
fering gr^t, Whto Compared with what it tM)w 
is in the same territory. And though E. C. had 
health, and a good constitution, yet he conisidered 
the labors and privalaons too great to 6e endttr^d. 
The writer has ^tinctly in bis recollecticm th6 
lecture or advice giveni* him by the same E. C. 
when he first mounted his horse with his port- 
teanteau under him to ocnnmetioe the work of 
an ititicTaiit preai^her. ' The interview was on 
the highway where we happeneid to meet on 
horsel^^Ak, and was closed hy£. C. saying, ** The 
ttiaerant life is a good school, hut it is a severe 
tMie^— you have bill a gloomy prospect beiwe 
fna fat the ^m^t life^-^I think a young man 
in your oircumslaiices cati d6 better." It may 
well be supposed, after recdlving.such advice 
ih)m oat ix> whom I had fiMrmerly looked ad to 
a fitther, that a glbom, at least f<Mr a lime, over^ 
i^ead my mind as I -pkmeA onward m my 
bolitafy way. But I wHl here state, that after 
trying ihe itinefiadt US& fot thirty-six years, and 
\ over Mtte of tlM raigh, as well a6 doni^ 
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of the gmdotb ptKtfas, had I mj life to* live over 
Bgaiiir I know of no emplojment op .situation 
this side of heaven that I would prefer before 
that of an itmerar^ Methodist frtadi^^ though 
it should, be in Oregon, Africa, or China. 

But.^ will return to the historj of £. GL 
A£ter traveling a^ iew years,^ he looted and en- 
tered into the meix^antile business, and, as was 
the custom of the -times, saLd^ with otb&reom- 
modittes, spirituous ^quors^ But it wi|8 not long 
he£>re-he learned, or professed to have learned, 
that a ^ass of brandy wa^ ai^ excellent thing to 
give an. appetite ibr his meals. .But his ^s- 
CQveries. did not end in ibis; h^ found, as he 
professedf that a glass, of braiidj aller meals 
was an excellent thing. to promote digestion. 
Proceeding in this course, he. soon saw that he 
must be liable to be aa'aigned by the disei{^ine 
of the church. He, thereloPe, before any charge 
was preferred against him, foimaUy withdrew 
from the'chupch, soon failed in business^ and got 
an appointment as chaplain in the army, it being 
in the time of our last war wkk Gteat Britain. 
Here he went swifily down the dedivi^ of in^ 
temperance ; and when in 1814 the writer Was 
stationed at Paris, and en a certain sabbath 
morning was proceeding to open the religious 
exercises of the hour, this same £. C. staggered 



26 BBCOLLECTIOirS OF THE PAST. 

into the house, and threw himseilf into a seat 
near the door: But O ! how wofully changed I 
The gentleman, the Christian, the minister, 
were all lost in the^bloated, filthy, and brutalized 
drunkard. So overpowering was the sight that 
I. was obliged to 6uiq>eiid the seryices for some 
time, bef<»re I could reeover strength and com- 
posure sufficient to proceed. "When the serTioes 
were concluded^ he blundered put of the house 
— I followed him into the streetr— spoke kindly 
to him— ^led him to a seat l^ the side- of 
the wa^ — sat 4owb with him, ^ and threw my 
arms around his neck, filthy and ^disgusting 
as he was, and gave vent to my feelings in- a 
flood of tears which could iK>t, fof a long tlnie, 
be restrained. But, alas! no heart btit that 
of a drunkard was there ; my tears end entreaties 
only met with the teply, in a crusty voice, 
^ Every man must be his own judge of the 
ooursie he thinks proper- to pursue.^ The re- 
mainder of this sad tale* shall be briefly tokL 
He was shortly after this visited with . « pa- 
ralytic stroke, and was carried from town to 
(own^ in a helpless condition, back to the place 
of his nativity, where he soon died without any 
visible token of a change of mind for the better. 
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NUMBER VI. 

In the summer of 1801 Zenas Covel and 
Alexander Morten were appointed to. Saratoga 
etrctdt, and soon a^r their arriyal a quarterlj 
meeting wad held in the north part of Johnstown, 
&en Montgonnery countj, in a neighborhood 
CEilled Eongsborough. And,' as was the custom 
of t~hose dajs, the brethren ftoia abzoad were 
entertained by the families m the vicinity of the 
meeting, not in pairs- bat by . dozens. Some 
thirty or fcffty {including the. writer)- were on 
this occasion invited to the house of William 
Bentley. After the evening. <prayer meeting, 
the mi^le' portion of the company retired to the 
rdiamber for lodging, where what are sometimes 
called field-beds were prepared, being spread 
along upon the floor. When all had lain down, 
and each was probably breatldng 4)ut a silent 
prayer, suddenly there was an^h a manifestation 
of the divine |Hresence, that nearly, if not quite 
every individual in . the chamber . started irom 
his pUlow, and in some way gave evidence that 
he felt the heavenly influence that seemed to 
pervade the entire chaoiber. Buzsts of praise 
to God broke forth, though in a gentle and sub- 
dtied tone, which *seemed to say, God is here. 
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In the love-feast, on sabbath morning, there 
were some shouts of praise to God, mingled 
"with therelation of Christian experience, in which 
many were ready and even anxious to bear a 
part In the midst of this jsxercise, brother 
Covel, our-'new minister, arOse and stated, that 
in the place where he first united -with the 
church, the practice of saying Ameti, tfnd. of 
praising God iuidibly, except in singing:, was 
Teryrare. That ailer he-had commenced trayeU 
lag as an itinerant preaohBr, he' attended a 
larerleast^ where -maay becamej^ as he thought^ 
indeoentiy noisy, which gave him great di^satis- 
fiustion, and as soon as the loye-feastnclosed^ he 
retired to a groYe, a short distance from ttu^ 
place of the meetii^, and, with a jbeavy heart 
and weeping eyes, pondered upon the ecene 
which he had just witnessed, and came to the 
conclusion that Methodism was rained for ever 
for him--^that thoogb he loved het doctrines^ 
he could no longer remaifi a member, of iht 
church; and must seek a home with some pther 
denominatioQ, or strive to get to^ heavoi alone. 
Wkh tliese views and feelings, he started to 
get his bridle, catch bis horse, and leave the 
mee^g. But he excluded he would first 
kneel down Imd pray that God would direct 
him, imd if he was wrong, to show bun the rigbst 
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way. While pleading with God that if tibie 
&ult was in himself hemight be iQade sensible 
of it, the H0I7 Spirit.descended upon hiin as he 
had never felt it before. He fell prostrate on 
the ground, i»ad praised God in a Toiee so loud 
that. the. people at the meeting heard him, and 
as it was djoring the int^^rmissipn between love- 
feast and public preaching, seversd came where 
he was,, with whcon he returned to the nieeting, 
without any wish to .take his^horse and leave. 

SubseipeQtly to this« quarterly meeting was 
held in Northampton, sev^al miles north ol^ 
what used tp']^- called the fish^ho^se, on the 
SacundagQ ^iver, ^hich is th^. west branch of 
the Hudson. . One circumstance^ which trans^ 
pired at this meeting is worthy of notice. The 
meeting was held in a large bam, the female 
paH of the 'congregation occupying the floor, 
whil^ the men occupied the bay or mow. While 
the prayer mee^g on Saturday afternoon was 
progressing in a good spirit, a wa^m was.driven 
up, in which was a.,iuimber of young persons, 
of both sexes. Thc^y c^une in high glee, alight- 
ed irom the wagon, apd ailer. standing awhile 
at the door, and .listening to several prayers 
from some of the females, one of the youo^ 
women from- the wjsi^n pressed through the 
crowd, dedaring she would puU down the ne3i;t 
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f<Miiale that attempted to praj. Accordinglj, 
as one commenced praying she laid hold of her 
hair and drew her bat^kward, and when another 
oommeiMSedshetr^ated her in^ like manner. This 
produced a great excitement throughout thtf 
congregation, and yet no forcible means were 
use4 to compel the young womah to- cease firom 
her rudeness ; but several of the females com- 
menced praymg that God would lay his hand 
upon her, and show her and her oompanions 
that he could vindicate his own cause, and pro- 
tect his people. The spwit of these praying 
females seemed to be instantly diffiised through 
the praying part of ^he tesembly, as by 'a flash 
of electricity : and I have often thought that, if 
I ever saw a company of ptaying p^ple agreed 
as touching one thing, it was on that occasion. 
While lips and heart Were -thus employed^ this 
rude young woman seemed at once .paralyzed^ 
and stood Hke a statue, a death-like paleness 
came over her countenance, she trembled and 
fell to the floor as one dead. A loud shriek was 
uttered by her companionsr at the door; and 
after a short pause^ two young men, who had 
accompanied her to the place, pressed through 
the crowd, though with as much apparent alarm 
as though they had been approaching a loaded 
citonon, ready tobd discharged, laid hold of her 
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clothing, and drew h£rtliroogi^the''coi^rregati<ni9 
and thrbugb the yard, which had recentlj been 
wet by a shower; with her garmeiits torn and 
besmeared with mud and manure, they threw 
her into the wagon, which the rest of the com- 
pany entered with ali possible haste, acd drove 
away -with speibd. What became of her after- 
ward I never learned. 



NUMBEB VII. 

Whek I commenced these sketches, I thou^ii 
and stated that I should aay> as little of myself 
as consistently I could^ and I stQl wish to do so. 
But I find as I proceed that ^ I " must be writ- 
ten much oflener than was at first intended, or 
the drcumatances cannot be stated which I wish 
to give. 1 might indeed have adopted the use 
of the third. pei%on, but a^ some great men have 
done this, I apprehend that should I do it some 
might think that' I was -trying to crowd myself 
Into their ranks. So I must eomnitniicate as 
though I were conversing familiarly with afriend : 
and if you, Mr. Editor, or any of your readers, 
think it' not useful to continue their publication, 
let me have a hint to that effect, either privately 
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or tiirough the odumns of ijxe AdTOcate, and I 
pledge myself ta receive it kindlj^ an4 stop at 
once. 

In 1804, sopn after I commenced speaking in 
public, by wi^.of Exhortation and preaching!, I 
made a yisit to Birookfield, then Chenango, now 
Madison county, where some of my family con- 
nections then resided. The oountry was new, 
and religious privileges were few and far be- 
tween. There were some Methodists ia the 
south part of the town, but in the north «nd 
western parts but little was known or said about 
religious things. On the next sabbath afler my 
arrival, I was introduced into a Baptist meeljng, 
and the minister requested me to preach in his 
stead, to which I ooasei^ted; and when the 
meeting was closed, a gentleman arose i.n |he 
congregation and seated thjtt he had just finished 
a large bam, which was then entirely empty, it 
being not. yet harvest-time, and requested me 
to make an appointment there in the aitemoon 
of that day. Th^ appointment was accordingly 
made. The weather was delight^, and a mul- 
titude came together al the hour appointed, and 
found the bam handsomely seated for their ac- 
commodation, and a convenient stand for the 
spec^er^ The meeting commenced in a good 
spirit, many were deeply affected, and before 
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the close two professed to have found peace in 
believing on the Saviour. 

A' request was made for another'appointment, 
which was aecordingly made for the afternoon 
of the sabbath two weeks froip. that day. An- 
other gentleman requested that an appointment 
should be made at his house, which was a few 
miles distant, foi" the morning of the same day. 
This was also acceded to. But this'latter ap- 
pointment became the source of great uneasi- 
ness to my mind. I had leanied that there was 
UHich in the neighborhood that was forbidding. 
I regretted that the appointment was made, and 
as the day approached I became more and more 
distressed; and when the sabbath caifie when 
I Was to go, my burden of mind became almost 
insupportable; I thought of staying away, but 
this I did not dare to do. I moved toward the 
place with a heavy heart, being confident that I 
could say nothing by way of preaching or ex- 
liortati(Hi. A little relief was however derived 
from being persuaded in my mind that very 
few would be in attendance — ^that I would go 
and pray with, and dismiss them, and make no 
more appointments. But as I ascended a hill 
which overlooked the vale in which the house 
stood, my heart sunk like a stone within me, 
when I saw the people on the move in every 
8 
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direction, gathering to the. appointed place of 
meeting. It was a new thing, and curiosity led 
many to the place, while some were influenced 
by a higher and, purer motive. By the time I 
had arrived at the house it waS full to overflow- 
ing, while many were' about the door who. could 
not obtain an entrance. But I felt that I was 
dumb and could not speak. After tying my 
horse, instead of going into the house, I went to 
a little grove or thicket, at some distance^ and 
strove ,to pray; but I could utter no more than. 
Lord have mercy tipon^ me, for I can neither 
preach, exhort, nor pray. 

I concluded to go to the hou^e and ho&estly 
tell the x>eople that I could say nothing to them, 
and dismiss them; B^tuming to the road, I 
met a young man going to the meeting, who had 
recently received license to exhort. I tqld him 
the state of mind I was in, that I^ could say 
nothing to the people, and requested him to go 
in and address .'them. To this he would not 
consent, which greatly, increased my affliction, 
and I verily thought that he was one of the 
most unfeeling of men. . I then told him I would 
go to the house and read a hymn, which he must 
sing, for which he had a good voice, and I would 
then try to pray, which was all I could do, and 
if he dare let the people go without saying any- 



BBCOLLECTIOKS OF THE PA8T. 3d 

thing to them, he most do so. While the h jinn 
was being sung, the gloom which overspread 
my mind seemed to give waj, like the receding 
of a dense cloud. I fell upon mj knees^ and 
while striving to pray, the doud burst in twain, 
and the Sun of righteousness sbrae with brilliant 
rays upon my heart, and this text was with pe- 
culiar force impressed upon my mind: '^The 
sluggard will not plough by reason of the pold, 
therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have no- 
thing." Prov. XX, 4. This I took as a reproof 
to myself, and I thought it would answer well 
for the people present. I therefore arose and 
gave it out Go^ wrought powerfully among 
the. people; many wept, some cried for mercy, 
while a few rejoiced in God their Saviour. My 
heart seemed wholly subdued. I felt like a^little 
child, and I thought if it were necessary, I could 
cheerfully lay down and let the people trample 
me beneath their feet, if they would but come 
to the Saviour. In this frame of mind I started 
for my afternoon < appointment Jn the new bam, 
accompanied by the exhort^r mentioned above. 
I felt very little inclination to converse, and we 
rode mostly in silence. But, as I was medi- 
tating, it was suggested to iny mind, how yon 
mistook in thinking you could not preach — ^you 
can preach. I was not sensible at the time, 
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what or from whence this WBS; but in my mind 
I answered, Yes, I can preach. 

And with this feeling I arrived^ at the place 
of meeting, aAd having taken my stabd^ the 
meeting was commenced. But there was a 
strange emptiness in' reading the hymn, and still 
more so in trying to pray ; and when I attempt- 
ed to give out a text, there was no light shining 
upon it,, but all was darkness. The text was 
repeated once and again with an attempt to pro- 
ceed, but it seemed that an adamantine Wall 
sirrrounded me. I sat down covered with con- 
fusion, wliile I heard it distinctly whispered 
through the congregation, "What can be the 
'matteif with the preacher? he does not seem 
like the man he* was two weeks ago.*' On that 
day I learned two important lessons, which have 
been of use to me up to the present time. And 
I do not know that Lhave, ever since that day, 
been so disheartened as to think of giving^ up 
the attempt to do as. well as I cotild, or that I 
have ever been exalted above -measure in think- 
ing that I had succeeded well. 

I will dose this by Stating that God carried 
on the work thus begun, and the lamented E. C, 
who was then traveling Westmoreland circuit, 
was sent for, and came and formed a society of 
some thirty members. 
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numb?:b vm. 

In 1804 Saratoga circuit was divided^ and 
the western p^irt took the name of Montgomery, 
which indnded the society to which I was at- 
tached: and, in 1808, William Keith and John 
Finegan were appointed to it. William Keith 
was (Hie of the most lovely of/mankind : and 
were I to write of him all that my feelings 
would dictate, those who never knew him would 
probably think me extravagant Myheart was 
united to him by a tie, which, so far ito I can 
judge^ was like that which united David and 
Jonathan. And thdugh I shall not attempt to 
write all his history with which I was acquaint- 
ed, yet I wish to state a few particulars which I 
bad from his own mouth, with some of which I 
was personally a witness, or received from au- 
thentic sources. 

He wasa native of Massachusetts, but came 
into the state of New^York while he was yet 
young, and resided in the vicinity of UUca, 
when that place was ye^,in its infancy. After 
passing through various trials respecting his call 
to the ministry, he at length, in 1798, received 
a license to preach, and was soon after sent by 
the preaidmg elder as a helper on Albany dr- 
eoit Here he bad to travel tbre^ himdred 
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miles every four weeks, and mostly on foot, 
through storms and deep' snows, and sometimes 
in mud ai)d water^ preaching fo)-ty-three times 
every round ; which so exhausted his physical 
powers, which were but feeble at best, that ia 
the month of April he was obliged to desist 
from his labors and return home. Before leav- 
ing the circuit his clothes w»«^ so worn that 
they were ndther- decent nor comfortable. A 
benevolent German, taking pity on him, gAve 
him, on his leaving the circuit, a suit, tiie tex- 
ture and form of which comported with the 
usages of that people in those days. The warp 
was of linen, the woof black and white wxx>l 
mingled, and then dressed by the ftiller. This 
suit had been considerably worn previously to 
its being presented to brother Keith, and had 
the appearance peculiar to that kind -oi cloth 
when the nap is worn off. But the difficulty in 
the case was, the German was a large, stout- 
built man, but brother Keith was comparatively 
small and slender. It may therefore readily be 
conceived, that it was not what a gentleman of 
the shears would caU a^ good fit. However, it 
was a case of necessity, and he thanked his 
benefactor, put them on, and started for home. 
Being feeble in health, and traveling on foot in 
an onoomfortable season of the year, lie waa 
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several days in accomplishing his journey. On 
hi? waj he fell in with a man going to the pjace 
where his friends resided, which was then called 
Deerfield, lying on the north side of the Mo* 
hawk, imd a few miles east of Utica. By this 
man he sent on an appointment to preach in the 
school-house near where his friends resided, on 
a certain ei^ening,. previously to which he ex- 
expeeted to reach his home. The appointment 
was accordingly made, and when the evening 
arrived the school-house was filled hy the con- 
gregation, among whom were two gentlemen 
from Utica, who were members of the bar or 
were suhstitates for such ; and were attending 
to legal concerns in that place. Some business 
had led them to Deerfield on that evening; and 
calling at a tavern near the school-house, and 
seeing the people gathering, they inquired the 
cause, and were informed thatr a young man 
was to preach there that evening. After a little 
consultation they concluded to go and hear. 
The preacher had got in and taken a seat be- 
fore the iorrival of the two legal gentlemen; and 
they, when seated, seemed to be looking in- 
quiringly around for the preacher, not having 
any idea that the you^g man in the antique 
dress was the person who was to officiate. 
FresenUy one of themiAqtuxed of a maa in the 
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next seat, whether the preacher was present, 
and was answered in the affirmative, -and ^is 
eye was directed to the young man in the gray- 
suit sitting in the comer of the room, yPhe 
man of law gazed .at him for. some time with 
apparent astonishment; and then, turning to 
his companion, said, '^If that is the preacher, I 
think we shall get but little to-night." The 
other replied, '< Don*t be hasty in making your 
conclusion ; you can never tell how far a toad 
will hop from his appearance." All this passed 
in hearing of the preacher. 

Little did these men know what was con- 
cealed within that apparently unseemly garb. 
Keith was well educated for the times and cir- 
cumstances iQ .which he lived. His mind w^s 
stored with useful knowledge, especially the 
knowledge of hupian nature. His voice, was 
like a well-tuned instrument, and at once flung 
a charm over and around his audience^ The 
glance of his beaming yet gentle eye was cal- 
culated to produce emotion in the heart suscep- 
tible of kindly jfeelings. But above all, God 
was in his heart, and hisf heart was in bis work ; 
and a h^venly influence attended his ministra- 
tions. On the occasion I am describing, he 
had not proceeded far before many of his au- 
diiQDce^^ and eap^oiallj the two lawyers, were 
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deeply affected. He coritiaued to preach occa- 
sionally for several weeks in this place, and a 
goodly number were converted to God, and- the 
two legal gentlemen were among the first. 
Brother Keith appears no more in the itinerant 
ranks until 1806. What transpired with him 
doling this interval I shall leave unnoticed, 
sav€^ that before entering the second time into 
the itinerant work he wag rendered very useful 
as a local preacher to the people dwelling be- 
tween Whitesboro and Home, where a glonous 
work of revival was commenced and carried on 
through his agency ; and many were converted 
to God. And when, in 1812-13, I traveled 
over the same ground on Westmoreland circuit, 
his name was stiU among the people as ointment 
poured forth. There is a mournful pleasure 
DOW in calling to mind those seasons when t 
was favored with the privilege to hear him de- 
clare the counsel of God;, and when, with the 
naked sword of the word of God, he hunted the 
ainner from all his fmse refuges— drove 1dm. 
into a comer, and then aiming directly at his 
heart, offered him mercy in the name of Christ 
at every successive thrust, until his heart, bleed- 
ing with penitential grief, bowed to the Saviour 
and accepted mercy : and then, O how would 
be portri^ that men^, and pour into the wound- 
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ed heart the balm of the divine promises, tinta 
the wounded spirit was healed, and made to 
sing redeeming love ! 

It was generally the case that where, ajid 
whenever he addressed a congregation, his au- 
dience felt that they were listening to one who 
had authority higher than any earthly power 
could give. In 1809 he was stationed in the 
city of New-York ; and a brother from that diy 
informed me that the church in that place re- 
joiced greatly when he came among them. But 
their hopes, which had been highly raised, were 
soon blighted. He preached, I^ believe,' but 
three times, or three sabbaths, when the fatal 
consumption, to which h^ had long been pre- 
disposed, suddenly prostrated his physical sys- 
tem. He lingered for some months on the 
shore of time, suffering much, but with the pa- 
tience and meekness of thQ lamb ; and then 
passed calmly away to his final rest. O how 
unsearchable are the Counsels of Jehovah! — a 
Keith, a Summerfield, with' many others, have 
been taken away at a time when it seemed that the 
church and the world could not well do without 
their services. But. God has shown us that he 
is not dependent upon these or any other agen- 
cies. Before closing ihis, I wish to refer the 
reader to the memoir of this blessed man, writ- 
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ten bj Dr. Bangs, which may be iR>und in the 
Minutes of the conferences for 1811, where it is 
stated that ^^ he possessed the happj art of ex- 
pressing much useful matter in a few well cho- 
sen words.** The doctor, who had lived several 
months und^ the same roof with him, adds the 
following^: "He had failings, no doubt, but as 
the writer of this was unacquainted with them, 
he cannot tell what they were." O, that I and 
my brethren in the ministry may live, and labor, 
and die like William Keith! ^ 



TfUMBEB IX. 

In 1807, at a cainp meeting held at Niskewuiy 
between Troy and Schenectady, I first became 
acquainted with the eccentric Lorenzo Dow, 
who was at .that time, I think, in possession of a 
truly Christian spirit, though extremely odd and 
exceptionable in his manners. He seemed to 
possess the ability, or art, to transform himself 
into almost any, and every human character. 
He could become ludicrous in the extreme — 
could satirize OP' speak ironicaUy to admiration: 
and yet I have heard him deliver some of the 
most solemn discourses to which I ever listened. 
At this camp meeting he had given^ offease to 
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some of the multitude by his cutting remfU'ks, 
and a number had associated together ydthent 
the camp, and formed a company of from fifty 
to one hundred, and chosen a leader.or captain, 
and having armed themselyes with t^lubs, were 
preparing, to march into the camp ground, and 
take Dow by for«ce, and carry him off and punish 
him at their leisure, for the insult wkich he had 
offered to them. 

Dow got information of their movementSy 
before they were ready to enter the camp, and 
determined to go out and meet them. Several 
friends strove to dissuade him from this, but he 
had made up his mind ; and taking Peggy, his 
wife, by the arm, he immediately started for the 
road, which was some Mj rods distant, I im- 
mediately followed, to seei what would be the 
result. On coming to the highway where were 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of people, he asked 
leave of the owner of a huxter's establishment, 
to stand in the door of his shanty and address the 
people ; but the occupant objected, saying that 
should he do it, his building would be torn down 
at once, and his goods destroyed. He then 
made application to one or two others who had 
similar establishments, but being refused by all, 
he went to a stump where a large oak tree had 
lately been fallen, and there taking his stand. 
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commenced addressing the multitade, who im- 
mediately gathered around him. Presently the 
hostile band were seen approaching and pressing 
through the crowd, preceded by their leader, a 
large and lion-like looking man, whose mouth, 
like that of many who followed him, wais full of 
cursing and bitterness. They pressed on until 
the leader stood directly feeing Dow, at the foot 
of the stump. 

He there paused for a moment or two while 
the speaker looked him full in the face, and 
continued his discourse. Some one of the band 
from the rear called out with an oath, "Why 
don't you knock him down ?* and many vpices 
were soon raised, crying, " Pull him down, knock 
him down." But the speaker continued, and the 
leader stood silent and almost motionless, when 
some who were in the rear attempted to press 
through to the stump, being impatient at the 
delay of their leader. But on their coming up, 
and making an attempt to pull Dow from the 
stump^ the leader. called out, "Let him alone 
until he has finished his speech." But many 
voices replied, with awftil oaths, that they 
would have him down at once. Their captain 
then raising his club, cried out in a threatening 
voice, ** Let him alone, until he has finished his 
discourse," and added, " I will knock down the 
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first man that attempts to disturb him until lie 
has finished his speech." This brought them to 
a full 9tand: for I suppose they knew ihe man 
whom they had chosen as their leader, and did 
not think it safe to provoke his wrath against 
themselves. 

Dow went on with a solemn address for the 
space of thirty minutes or more, and when he 
had dosed, the captain or leader offered him his 
hand to assist him down from the stump, and 
asked him, in a very civil manner, where he 
wished to go: Dow informed him that his de- 
sign was to return to the camp ground. The 
other replied, " Here are men that will iiyure 
you if they can, but if you will accept my ser- 
vices, I will not leave you till I see you safe 
among your friends." Dow thanked him,. and 
he then called out, " Who of you will unite with 
me to see this man safe among his friends on 
the camp ground.'^' Some twenty responded, 
** I will." Dow then took, his wife by the arm, 
and these volunteers formed around them, and 
in that order they marched to the ground, the 
leader having notified all, that if any one ojBTered 
any violence it would be at his peril. 

At this meeting Dow gave soniething like a 
prophetic view of the future state of the world 
and of the church, which made a deep impres- 
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don on my mind, and led me to watck more 
closely the progress of events as they have since 
transpired. I will not here detail the national 
events to which hie alluded, but will give two 
particulars concerning the church, which he told 
us we might look for within the next Mtj years. 
The first was the revival of the power arid in- 
fluence of the Church of Borne, and that it would 
be especially realized in these United States; 
an<d that if not ourselves, yet some of our chil- 
dren might, through' that power and influence, 
be called to seal their testimony for Christ with 
their blood. Now all this seemed very inproba- 
ble, as the Papal power was at that time pros- 
trated by the French Bevolution, and the sub- 
sequent reign of Napoleon Bonaparte; and 
comparatively little was known of that church 
in this country except what was found in the 
history of former ages. The second item in this 
seemingly prophetic declaration was, that the 
Church of England would, either secretly or 
openly, become a co-worker with the agents of the 
Church of Rome in re-establishing its power and 
influence. Also that as the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this country sympathized with, or was 
influenced by, the Church of England, we might 
expect to find men among ourselves who would 
lend their aid to bring about these results. 
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I shall make no comment on the above. I 
simply give the statement as I received it. 
I do not wish any of my readers -to receive (he 
impression from what I have here written, that 
I indorse or approve of the course pursued by 
Lorenzo Dow. I believe he was once influenced 
by a good Spirit^ while many of his saying and 
doings w^re decidedly wrong, and this I have 
told him in unequivocal terms. 

Before closing this, I probably ought to state, 
that I consider the case of Lorenzo Dow a warn- 
ing to all men who are inclined to follow an 
eccentric course. An indulgence in oddities, 
cant, and witticisms, I have no doubt, led him 
from that simplicity and humility which he once 
possessed, into another spirit which was not in 
accordance witk true piety. And when I saw 
him in later years, I looked upon him as a fallen 
man, and shorn of the strength which he once 
had. I once heard one of these eccentric cha- 
racters say, " Were I to leave off my peculiari- 
ties, and preach like other men, I should lose my 
popularity at once, and people would not fioQk 
after me as they now do." Here is the danger, 
and here I believe Lorenzo Dow fell. Let others 
take warning. 
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NUMEER X. 

In May, 1810, 1 was admitted, on probation 
as an itinerant preacher in the New-York Con- 
ference, which held its session that year in Pitts- 
field, Mass., and was appointed to the Delaware 
circuit, with John Kline, a native of the (aty 
of NewrYork, and of German extraction. He 
was not a man of splendid or shining talents ; 
but' of a meek and humble spirit, always esteem- 
ing others better than himself, and seemed ever 
anxious that othera should be honored rather 
than himself; and I have often thought that he 
came nearer than any other man of my acquaint- 
ance exemplifying that language or sentinient 
of a poet, which says : — * 

J* Mpke me little and unknown, 
Loved and prized by God alone." 

Bishop Asbnry used to keep a private memo- 
randum of all the preachers throughout the whole 
connection, wherein he noted down their various 
talents and qualifications for the work of the 
ministry. Brother Kline informed me that he 
once called at the bishop's room, who was then 
spending a few days in the city of New-York, 
and the bishop, stepping out for a few moments, 
left him in the room alone, and seeing a book 
4 
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lying upon the tal^e near him, he took it up, 
and opening it, the first thing upon which his 
eje rested was, '^ John Kline, a man di small 
preaching talents, but thought to be verj pious 
and useful." He^id not seem displeased at the 
discovery of the estimate made of his preaching 
talents, but went cheerfully on in his work for 
several following years. His circumstances as 
to property were easy and independent; and 
his heart was full of benevolence, in the mani- 
festation of which he closely followed the nile 
laid down by his divine Master: ''But when 
thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what 
thy right hand doeth." I, have knoWn a case 
where a benevolent object was presented, and 
after subscribing liberally himself, he urged a 
poor brother who wa§ present to subscribe five 
dollars to the same object. The poor man 
replied that as he had not the ftieans he did not 
dane to give the pledge. Brother Kline privately 
slipped the money into his hand, saying," It is a 
satisfaction to give, and I want you to. share a 
part of it." Had he sought the praise of men, 
he would no doubt have added this sum to 
his own subscription. Many like cases could 
be referred to. 

After the lapse of a few years> brother 
IQine, seemg that men of superior talents were 
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multiplying io the churchy h^an to indulge 
the idea that he was no longer needed in the 
itinerant ranks — that what he was capable of 
doing, he could as wdl or better do in a local 
sphere — that he then should not stand in the 
way of some who could do the work much bet- 
ter than himself. The last time I'si^w liii!Ki was 
in the city of New-York, in 181 6, when he 
communicated to me the state of his mind on the 
subject. I plainly' tdd him I considered it a 
temptation from the enemy, and earnestly en- 
treated him not to yield to it— that if he did I 
feared it woidd be displeasing to God, and an 
injury to himself. He promised me to recon- 
sider the whole matter, and then act according 
to the best li^the<x>uld obtain. I saw him no 
mor^ but soon after learned that he had located. 
He came into this part of the^ state, and settled 
in E'lmirar^weat into isome speculations which 
involyed him in many perplexing cares, as well 
as pecuniary losses — and while getting some 
lumber down the ^usquehannah Biver his health 
yns greatly -exposed (ind injured. 

Calling for the night' at a public house near 
the river, he informed the family that he was 
very unwell and wished to retire early. He was 
shown to a room, and the lady of the house 
aeeming to feel much interested for him, had 
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agreed to bring bim sometbiiig to take after 
he had retired. She accordingly went to his 
room, and on opening the door focmd him on 
his knees by the side of the bed in prayer. 
The next 'morning he was found in his bed a 
cgrpse. 

The year we spent together on Delaware cir- 
cuit was one of great labor ; we haying to ride 
nearly four hundred miles every ibur week% 
and preach «bout thirty times. The circuit 
embraced a part of Delaware, Otsego, and 
Schoharie counties ; the country was mountali^ 
0US9 giving rise to the head jvaters of the Sna- 
quehannah, Delaware, and Schoharie Rivers; 
and in some parts the roads were new, very 
rough, and passable only on foot or cm horse- 
back. It will, perhaps, amuse the reader, and 
also give him some idea of the state of the roads 
on some parts of our field of labor, to state here 
the direction given me by a German whcmi I 
met, while passing for the first time around the 
circuit, and of whom I inquired if he could tell 
me the wa.y to '^Sapbush," whieh was the neigh- 
borhood name for one of our appointments. 
His answer was, '^ Dat I can — you muss t|ike up 
about a quarter or half a mile yet uff dis roat, an 
den you will come py a little pritge, an dat pril^ 
you imiss turn over, and when you hare tomt 
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dat pritge over, you will come pj a little roat 
on dat site (raising his lefl arm) dat gose right 
up de hill; and dat hiH you muss take up, and 
when you haff took dat hill up, you will come to 
a roat where dare iss no rooty and dat you muss 
take." But^ though we had hard toiling, God 
was graciously pleased to bless our feeble efforts, 
especially in some parts of the circuity which 
wiU be more particularly described hereafter. 



NUftlBER XL 

Ik my last I promised to gire some farther 
account of our labors on Delaware circuit. And 
it may be proper here to state, that Methodist 
prelachers in those days had difficulties and op- 
position to encounter, whidi are oomparatiYely 
little known at the present day. I will give a 
ca9e on each of these points. On one occasion^ 
after preadiing in the afternoon, seeing the to^ 
kens of a snow storm, to which the mountain- 
ons regions of this country are, in the winter 
season, very subject, and the snow sometimes 
faUs to a great depth in a short time, I thought 
I would isj to reach the place of my next ap- 
pointment that evening ; lest I should be unable 
to pass the mountain which lay between, if I 
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waited till the B^t day. I accor^dinglj started ; 
biit my ptx^gress up the mountain was very slow, 
there being only an imperfect path through the 
sn<^w, which abeady lay deep upon the ground. 
I had proceeded but a little way up the mount- 
ain, when the snow Commenced falling very £aat, 
and th^ wind increased to a strong gale ; so that 
when I had gained the summit of the mountain, 
my path was completely filled, and night had 
closed a3x>und me, adding terror to the storm — 
my knees were ploughing through the snow, 
while on my horse — ^I could see no path. — maa 
yet at a considerable distance from the dwelling 
of any human being — the cold was beooniing 
more and more intense, and T thought it proba- 
ble that the snows would become both my wind- 
ing sheet and grave, at least for the present 
However, I slowly worked my way down tihe 
mountain, until providentially Imet wi£h a man 
who had been to a mill with ait ox-team, whose 
course intersected miiie, just tit the point where 
I met him: and mutually encouraging each 
other, we worked our way onward, until we came 
to ground less elevated, where the snow had not 
fallen to so great a depth, and the winds were 
less severe. We also soon came. to a more 
beaten track : and at a late hour I arrived at the 
house (^a brother Halbert^ where every atten- 
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tion was paid to me which kindness could sug- 
gest I will- now present a case, showing what 
kind of opposition we had to contend with. A 
certain preacher, of the genuine Antinomian 
st^mp, followed us from appointment to appoint- 
ment, on the eastern part of our circuit ; warn- 
ing the people against false teachers, and gave 
them three signs or marks i>y- which they might 
know them. The first was, they carried the 
doctrine of self-denial so far, that they would 
not aQow a man to take a glass of rum to cheer 
his spirits. The second was, they preached 
that Christ died for all men, and that salvation 
was free for all upon the same conditions. And 
thirdly, they preached that men might, and ought 
tq be holy in the present life. It would proba- 
- blf seem too much l&e- trifling to give a de- 
scription of his attempt to show the incorrect- 
ness of these doctrines. .1 wiQ, however, give 
his reasons for rejecting the doctrine of holiness. 
Having given. previous notice of his intention 
to show the . impossibility of attaining such a 
state in this life,.he took for his text, Isa. vi, 5 : 
" Then said I, Wo is ine I for I am uiidone ; be- 
cause I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a pec^le of unclean lips." He 
stated that Isaiah was one of the holiest men 
that ever lived upon the earth : and yet he was 
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unclean, and all about him were in the same 
oondition. And here J will remark, that per- 
sons who are but slightly, if at all, acquainted 
with the Bible, may be induced to receive al- 
most any dogma which an artful impostor may 
present. And I wonder not that the Eomish 
priesthood are so hostile to the Bible : let it be 
generally diffused and read, and their crail is at 
an end. 

In this case, when we came, imd read and ex- 
pounded the verses immediately following his 
text, which it would seem he carefully- kept 
back, the people at once saw thj& incorrectness 
of his statement The sixth and seventh verses 
read as follows: ^VThenrfiew <»ie of the sera- 
phim unto me, having a live coal in his hand, 
which he had taken with the tongs from off the 
holy altar : and he laid it upon my mouth, and 
said, Lo, this hath touched thy lip^; and, thine 
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin is purged.** 

At a place on the Catskill tumjuke, near the 
head waters of the Schoharie River, lived a man 
b^ the name of Stephens, who kept a public house 
ot, tavern, in which, according to the custom of 
those times, was a large. ballrroom,, forty feet in 
^ength. The lady of this house was^or had been, 
a member of our church; and having attended 
pveachuig at one of our appointments, she invited 
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US to come and preach in the ball-room« An ap- 
pomtment was accordingly made : and I shall 
never fbrget the sensations I had when I first 
took the fiddler's desk in that room, to preach the 
gospel of God our Savioar, and present to an 
assembled multitude the solemn scenes of an 
eternal world, in a place where there had be- 
fore been exhibited naught but yanity and mirth. 
And- never had I before so realized what the 
prophet expressed, (Jer. xx, 9,) when he said, 
^^ l^nt his word was in my heart a& a burning 
fire shut up in my bones." X wi^h I could de- 
scribe what lihen felt, and not offend the read- 
er. But I fear I cannot do it in terms suffi- 
ciently self-humiliating. J will gnly say, there 
was a power attending the word that was not of 
man. Many hard hearts were melted— rmany 
careless ones were brought to repentance. Seve- 
ral of the Stephens, family, consisting of sons 
and daughters, were converted. Vain amuse- 
ments in that place ceased-^-and although the 
old gentleman ^id. not profess to be converted, 
yet the intoxicating cup I believe was banished 
from the house. At any rate we saw it no 
more; and a good society was formed, which 
vras prospering when we left. The proprietor 
of this tavern also owned a null which was near 
by, and a man by the name of Giles Barclay 
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was employed as tlie miller : himself and wife 
were very pious Christians, and he had a sister 
Catharine residing with him, who- 1 then thought, 
and still think, was one of the most holy and 
devoted persons I ever saw. On a cer^in sab- 
bath after preaching in the ball-room, a prayer 
meeting was appointed for the evening at" the 
house of this brother Barclay, who was now our 
leader in that place. At this prayer meeting the 
Lord manifested himself in an unusual manner 
— ^filling the hearts of the little company of be- 
lievers "unutterably full of glory and of God." 
Some who were not present at the commence- 
ment of the meeting, either hearing the sound, 
or having been informed by some who had been 
present, came to see and hear what was going 
on : and not a single person, I believe, who was 
unconverted) came over the threshold of that 
door on that night who was not immediately 
struck under powerful conviction of sin ; and 
some cried aloud for mercy. The next morn- 
ing's sun shone. upon us before weTwere aware 
that the night had passed away, dnd found us 
still praying and praising. But I cannot put 
upon this sheet all I wish to say of this cii^cuit, 
and subjects connected with its history, and 
must, therefore, reserve the remainder for a 
fbtore communication. 
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NUMBER Xn. 

In ^e town of Btoome, Schoharie cotmty, 
lived a certain Judge Reynolds,* who, in the year 
1808, had been brought to the knowledge of 
the truth ui a manner somewhat remarkable. 
And though the judge may still be living, and 
the persons whose names I shall introduce as 
having been connected with, or lacUjrs in, the 
circumstances of his conversion, are still living ; 
yet' as* several of my friends have expressed a 
desire that I would give names, where it can be 
done with propriety ; and as those whom I^hall 
name are mostly like myself, old and superannu- 
ftted, I shall probably not excite their vanity by 
stating what may be' considered as praiseworthy. 

The judge was the son of a Presbyterian or 
Congregational minister: yet from some cause, 
lie in early life embraced deistical sentiments, 
wliifih he continued to hold and advocate until 
he was more than fifty years of age: Still he 
was a man of unblemished character, and stood 
high in the estimation of community : and was 
the supervisor of the town in which he livedo for 
many years from its organization — ^held the 
office of colonel in the regiment — and was at the 
time of which I am writing a judge of the court 
in Schobarie county. 
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In the former part of the year 1808 he be- 
ca!he greatly disqaieted inf mmd — ^his deistical 
sentiment* were no longer. satisfactory ; and still 
he was unable entirely to cast them ofi, and re- 
ceive the Bible as a revelation from God. But 
his trouble of mind so increased, that his nights 
were frequently nearly sleepless ; and 4ie lost 
his relish even for necessary food. At leiigth, 
in his broken slumbers, he dreamed that if - he 
would go to the village of New-Durham, which 
was a few miles distant^ he would meet with a 
man who would assist him in finding his way 
out of his present troubles of mind: ^nd the 
person of the individual was so distmcdy 
presented to his mind, that he was sure he 
should at once recognize him, if he should meet 
him, although it was a person he had never seen. 
He awoke, and related to his wife what he had 
dreamed ; and this dream was repeated to the 
third time before morning. When the momii^ 
came, his wife ad^sed him by aU means to go 
to the village, and see if his dream would be re- 
alized. After hesitating for some tune, he final- 
ly got his horse and started.- But as he rode 
along, he beg^ to think that it was very foolish 
in him tq go in search of a person whom he had 
never seen ^ and only because of a representa- 
tion made to his mind in a dream* Besides^ he 
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tfaought that every one who saw him knew the 
errand on whichlie was going. This last thought 
80 affected his mind, that he turned his horse to 
go back. But upon further reflection, he con- 
cluded that as he was so frequently riding about 
upon public business^ he might safely proceed to 
the village, and if he saw nothing of the person 
who was presented to his mind in his dream, he 
eould return home, and his object might still re- 
main a ^ecret^^ others. 

He, therefore, rode on ; and on entering the 
village, which was mainly built on one Ipng 
street, he saw the person who had been present- 
ed to his mind in his dream advancing toward 
bim from the other end of the village; He rode 
on until the person was nearly opposite to him 
on the sidewalk, and was about turning in at a 
gate. It was a trying moment with the judge, 
for how to introduce himself and his errand he 
oottld hardly determine. But as so much of 
his dream had been realized, he thought he 
would try to muster sufficient self-command to 
speak to the man; which he accordingly did, 
and informed the stranger that he wished to 
have a little private conversation with him. 
The stranger invited him to alight and walk in, 
foi^ he had met him just opposite his^wn house. 

On going in, the judge frankly told the state 
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of hisnundy and the stoiy of his dream, and re- 
quested advice. A long conversation ensued, 
in which the .mind of the judge was much re- 
lieved on some points, ^d he was advised to 
go and hear the Methodist preachers, who 
preached in his neighborhood. The person who 
gave ty$ advice was Henry Stead, now a su- 
perannuated preacher of the Troy Conference : 
and the preachers who were then traveling Al- 
bany circuit, which extended into the vicinity 
of the judge's residence, were Datus Ensign and 
Samuel Howe; both of. whom are-still living 
and also superannuated members of the Tit>y 
Conference. 

The judge, in compliance with .the advice he 
had received, attended the pleaching, and was 
soon enabled to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour, As is common in such. cases, 
the judge became strongly attached to the 
preachers then upon the circuit; and. the idea 
of their leaving gave him great uneasiness. 
However, the day of their departure at length 
came — ^the preachers made their last visit to his 
house, iu»d took their leave. It yraa a painful 
hour to the judge ; and he, as a last, act before 
they left, purchased a. hynm-book of them, as a 
sort of memento, and then followed them with 
his eyes until they were out of sight. He then 
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said to his wife^ who had also been made a par- 
taker of the-heavenly gift, ^' Though the preach- 
ers are gone, and we can never expect to be- 
come attached to any others who may succeed 
them, yet we must try to serve God, though it 
be alone." Jn their grief and tears at parting 
with their spiritual guides, they sat dpwn to see 
what they could find that was interesting in the 
bymn-book whidi they had just purchased. On 
opening it and reading the first hymn, the judge 
was greatly surprised sad delighted, and said to 
his wife : " I presume they have got all the ex- 
cellences^ of the book into this. first hymn," 
Bat as they read on, they were more and more 
delighted with the evangelica} stkrains of that in- 
comparable book. 

At the close oi that year, the appointment in 
the judge's neighborhood was taken fi*om Alba- 
ny circuit, and attached to Delaware ; to whi^b, 
at the next cimference, Hugh Armstrong and 
Cyprian H. Gridley werfe appointed. Of bro- 
ther Armstrong I shall say more hereafter. Bro- 
ther Gridley, who of the two first visited the 
judge on their coming to the circuit, was a man 
of small stature, and vexj youthful in his ap- 
pearance : and on his introducing himself as a 
Methodist preacher, who had come to labor on 
the circuit, the judge priyately said to his wife. 
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^* There, you see it is as we feared — ^what have 
we to expect from thi& boy ?" The judge left 
the house and went to a grove, there to spend 
the day in weeping in remembrance of the mi- 
nisters who had left them. Brother Gridley 
inquired of sister Reynolds, if an appointment 
could be circulated so as to have preaching to- 
ward evening: she thought, it might be done, 
and sent a boy on horseback to notify the people 
of the neighborhood. '^ 

The judge remained in his retirement until 
he saw the people gathering fer preaching, when 
he also returned to the house ; but being yet in 
tears, he took a seat in the eomer of a room, 
where an opened door ne6.rly hid him from the 
view of the congregation. Brother Gridley 
commenced the religious ^ exercises, and while 
he was offering his first prayer the judge verily 
thoughty as he afterward told me, that the house 
was full of angels. ' (Such a prayer he thonglit 
he had never before heard. When prayer was 
ended, the judge ventured to take a more pro- 
minent position, and listened to the sermon with 
much satisfaction. As soon as the exercises 
were closed, he said to sister Reynolds : " Wife, 
I guess the Methodist preachers are like the 
hymns in the hymn-book: when we read the 
first hymn, we thought all the good was there ; 
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but as we (read on we found it was not the 
case, and so we bave. found in regfurd to the 
preachers." 

This bro&er Gridiey was, for a number 
of years, a superannuated member of the Troy 
Conference, but at present, I believe, sustains 
an effective relation. Of Judge Reynolds I 
could write many things, but will only add — he 
became a most efficient leader. His was not 
a monotonous ntanner of usmg stereotyped 
phrases-; he had something suited to every case, 
and he searched, as far as possible) every nook 
and comer of the- heart, that he might under- 
stand each case. 



NUMBER XIII. 

In my last I promised to give some further 
account of Hugh Armstrong: and I am the 
more strongly inclined to do this i[h)m the con- 
sideration that it has been our usage. to insert 
no memoir in the annual Minutes of those who 
die in the itinerant ranks before they have 
finished their probation. This usage was never 
in ac^ordauce with my views of propriety ; for 
v^hen a man has done honor to himself, and the 
cause of God among us, why should his friends 
5 
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and the world be left in ignorance of the eaise, 
when thej see his mime appears no more ameng 
his brethren ? Why give occasion to any to in- 
fer that he had proved himself unworthy o£ the 
confidence and approbation of the church ? For 
one, I think it ought 90t so to be. 

Hugh Armstrong was a native <^ IrcOand, 
and was married before learmg his native land. 
At what time he arrived in this eoontiy, I can- 
not now positively say; though it could not 
have been more than a yeiff pr two previously 
to his enttance into the itinerancy. His phydcal 
form was tall and w^ p»>portioned. His coun- 
tenance beamed with benignity and intelligence, 
and was at once prepossessing. His mind was 
stored with useful knowledge; and though bis 
voice was not the most a^eable, yet his man- 
ner was such as to command at once the atten- 
tion of his audience. His stay with us was but 
short ; and this undoubtedly was the reason wliy 
his worth was not generally knowik Bishop 
Asbury and Dr. Bangs, I think, and perhaps a 
few others, Had become sufficiently acquainted 
with him to look upon him as 6ne who gave 
promise of great usefulness to the church. 

Brother Armstrong was admitted on trial in 
the New-Yoiir Conference in 1809, and ap- 
pmnted to Delaware ctrcuit^ as her^^ofore stated. 
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where he ^bored with great aceeptabilitj ^d' 
useftdnesfly and greadj endeared hixoself to the 
people. But notwithstanding his strong and 
healthful appeaMmce, there was a defect in the 
vital organs y add before the cbse of hid first 
year in.theifinerancy, symptoms of the fatal con- 
sumption began to deyelop themselves. In 1810 
be was appointed to Schenectady circuit ; but 
his health continned to decline, so that he was 
soon compelled to desist 'froqi preaching. He 
letumed to Delaware circuit, and engaged in 
teaching a small school in the neighborhood 
where my family resided; which gave me an 
opportunity io become more intimately ac- 
quainted with him than was the privilege of 
any other of his brethren; and many were the 
agreeable' and happy hours which we spent to- 
gether. He was abl^ to continue his school but 
for a short time, when his health was so im- 
paired that he gave np all business, and made a 
trial ef several remedies for the restoration of 
his health. He continued however still to de- 
cline until the ispring of 1811, when my own 
health had become so impair^ through hbor 
and exposure to. storms daring the winter, ihat^ 
by the advice of physicians and Mends, we 
agreed to take a journey together, and by easy 
stages, in our own conveyance, to go to Neir* 
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Y(»k and attend the session of the conference, 
and try the effects of sea air. We set out ac- 
cordingly, and proceeded slowly on';, but as 
soon as w« felt the breezes fromthe sea, he be- 
gan to sink much more rapidly ;than he had 
done before ; while it was like a healing bahn 
to me. But as his peu'ents and friends resided 
in the city, he did not knmediately return, as 
would probably have been the more prudent 
course in view of his health ; and in a few days 
he commenced bleeding at the lungg, and the 
probability, was that death would 4^edily enaue. 
While I was making short excursions about 
Long Island and the shores of New-Jersey, he 
^ent a message to me, desiring me to come to 
his father's house, where he then was, without 
delay. I accordingly hastened to comply with 
his request; but I can never describe what I 
felt on my arrival at his father's house. I found 
the place a miserable drunkery, and was sur- 
rounded by such a dass of community £|s usually 
gather at such places. And though it is pain- 
ful to me to i^te it, yet I concluded that both 
father and mother were too much under the in- 
fluence of the intoxicating cup to pay suitable 
attention to their noble, worthy, and suffering 
son. O alcohol I what hast thou done !— or, rar 
ther, what hast thou not d<me, to destroy the 
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peace, character, and .JurpplHesB of individuals, 
familiefi, tmdL cotxmnimties I How lost -to all 
geAorous, noble, humane, and moral . feelings 
must fthAt man be, who, at this ttme, can deal 
out the deadly draught to his fellow-man! I 
think one of ^these human fiends, a short time 
since, ma^e the most consistent declaration con- 
cemi^g his 'business of any whom I have ever 
known. It was on the i^j of wa. Section, when, 
haying deposited Jiis.vote in opposition to cold 
water men, be said, "I will' now go home and 
sell whisky like the deviU^ 

But to return, frpm this digression. Brother 
Armstrong said to me, '^ You see my situation, 
and I ask it as Anlast (avor, that you will find a 
retired place fornix, where I may die in peace." 
I accordingly set . out, and at length succeeded 
in finding a .smkU room, &r up Broadway, on 
a second floor, Which' I eng^ed at one dollar 
per month. I then went to a Every stable and 
hired. a horse and carriage, and, with some as- 
sistance, got him seated therein, when, the blood 
commenced flowing copiously from his lungs, 
which he discharged into a yess^l sitting upon 
his lap. 0, what an hour iwas that! There 
was my friend and ^brother, whom I loved and 
honored, seated in the street ; his life-blood fiiat 
flowing out. I dared not attempt to move the 
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carriage, <m* to remove Um back to tbe lionde, 
lest it should increase the discharge of blood. 
I therefore ^at down on one side of him, and his 
amiable and sympathizing wife on the other, and 
for some time not a word was spoken, but we 
silently awaited the erent, thiiiking it probable 
that he would die tih^re in the street ; while the 
busy multitude were passing and repassing, 
without knowing or noticing what was trans- 
piring in that carriage* But at length the he- 
morrhage ceased, and we slowly moved to the 
place procured ; and there this great and good 
man lingered and suffered- for a few day% and 
then departed in peace. ' 

Brother Arnistix>ng podseBsed but little of 
this world's goodft; and. when he ^as thus pros- 
trated by sickness, was entbely dependent upon 
others. And here I wish to beat itny testimony 
to the kmdness and liberaHty of the diiirch in 
New-York ; for the «ame day on which I con- 
veyed brother Armstrong to. his little room-, I 
went among the brethren in the dty and nmde 
his case known, and raised in a few hours,. by 
private donations^ seventy-five dollars, whidi 
supplied Ms immediate wants; and while he 
lived he was made as coinfortable as his situa- 
tion would admit of. 

Before closing this account, I wiah to atste 
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the sabstanee of the last oniTefsation wbkh I 
liad with brother Axmatr^ng, whieh was after 
his removal to the room where he finished his 
Sofieiings. In faking of ihe trials to which 
the ministry lA our <4iurch are exposed^ he said 
the grei^t &ial with which he had met> during 
his short experience, was a spirit of covetous- 
ness in the church:* thttt though there were 
noble and honorable exoeptions, yet he thought, 
that,, as a genend. thing,- we were far behind 
most other denominations in our eontributions 
of pecuniary aid to the caiiise of €h)d and be- 
neproleiice* 



N0MBER XIV. 

At ihe^ssioQ of the New-Y(»rk Conference 
In 1811 1 was, at my own req^e8t, transferred 
to the Genesee Ccmference, which h^ its second 
session at Paris in July following : and was ap- 
pointed' that year to Chenango circuit, with 
EbenezerWMte and Qiarles Giles. With such 
coUeagoes, on such a circuit, my situatimi coold 
not but be agreeable, unless made otherwise by 
myself • > , 

Of birotiber QUes I need not wiitey as he is 
Still liyii^ among hia brethren* Birt of Ebte- 
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ezer White,, it lAaj be said- as was said of Ben- 
nett Kendrick, "What pen can write his worth?" 
He was ,unaaesti(mably one of the most useful 
men ever wnnected with Ae'Grenesee GJonfer- 
enee. Holiness was lu&tiieme in public and in 
private. But he was not one of those who pro- 
fess and talk of holihess, and then disgrace <^ 
contradict their profession^ b j irritability and 
peevishness ; or hj trifling and vain conversa- 
tion, or by exalting ^ hiniself and den^undng 
others. He Was humble, gentle, and of a meek 
and quiet spirit; and -his- profession, of holiness 
was not in word and tongue only, but was most 
forcibly proclaimed by his spirit and life. His 
manners were plain yet dignified— -his style in 
preaching was chaste, manly, and solemn. ^ He 
aimed to inform the jud^Enent and win the beart; 
and probably few have succeeded better in^ac- 
complishing this object . . 

There are many seals to.liis ministry still 
living; but perhaps many more who have gone 
to meet him in the spirit worlds He had natu- 
rally a ^strong and vigorous physical frame; 
but one of his lower limbs having been frac- 
tured in the early pajrt of his ministry, and never 
properly restored, became the source of great 
pain -and suffering to the end of his life ; and 
often have I seen him on his knees on a chair 
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or. stool, like the yenevated Asbury, and in 
that .positioli pouring; forUi the glorious truths 
of « the gospel,- and beseeclung sinners to be 
reconciled to God. But like many other bright 
and sl\ining lights, he has disappeared from our 
hemisphere, and is^ without doubt, now running 
his course in a brighter and purer world. He 
was tak<en'*«uddenly and unexpectedly from us 
by the epidemic which prevailed So extensively 
through our country in the time of our last war 
with England ; and. at a time when it seemed 
wfc most needed his labors and counsels. But 
He who took him had the right, and could and 
did raise up others to. supply his place. (See 
his memoir in the Minutes for 1813.) 

A ci]5cnmstan<Se occurred while I was travel- 
ing Chenango circuit, which is worthy of being 
preserved, as^a warning to those who arjS neg- 
lecting the gre/it intece6ta of .their souls,, while 
they acknowledge the truth and importance of 
religion. * A young man by the name of Joseph 
li., who bftd a pious mother and sister, who often 
prayed for 'and admonished hifaa, was in the 
habit of saying to them, " Don't give yourselves 
so muoh trouble about me ; I intend to be a 
Christian before I die, but I am not ready yet." 
As is ever the case under such jcircumstances, 
he became more and more hardened and daring 
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in gin, until on a cegUuasubbaflt mowiing, when 
the family were preparing to go ix> the place of 
religions worship, and supposed that Joseph was 
going to accompany them; when thej were 
nearly ready to start, the sister learned that her 
brother, instead o£ accompanying them to the 
place of worship, was going to a public. bcMise, 
to meet som^ of hiii^ comrades in sin and folly. 
She inimediately went to his room, and^aak- 
ing him to be seatod, she threw her arms abont 
his neck, and &]Hng upcm her knees at his feet, 
entreated him to change his purpose, and ac- 
company them to. the house of God» But he 
answered as berefofoire, by saying, ^I faaTO 
often told you not to <x)iicem yourself so much 
about me ; I intend to be a CioistiaDi before I 
die, but I am not ready yet'* So^ saying, lie 
tore himself firom his si^tei^ and said with an 
oath as he left the room^ 5^1 wilL have at least 
one frolic more f and rushing £nim the house 
he mounted his horse, whieh^tood ready^saddled 
at the door.- But he had gone perhaps not more 
than thirty rods &om the hou9e, before a aolitary 
tree,, which stood by the road-side, was^^by a 
sudden gust of wind, thrown direcitly across his 
path, aQd in an instant ended his earthly ca- 
reer.- His youthful yet manly form lay mangled 
upon the ground- 
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Mj appointment on that si^bath mondiiig 
was in that nei^borhood, and such another 
Bcene I hope never to witness. The wail of 
that sister seemed enough to melt the hardest 
heart, ^hile she cried^ "O Joseph, Joseph! — 
Could I bothaye had hope in his death, I would 
have bowed in submsseion to the will of Heaven. 
Bat how oan I hear the thought that h^'is gone 
under oircumstaaces that forbid the indulgence 
of hope r I was ciJled to attend on the follow- 
ing 6aj, and address that stricken family, and 
the sympathizing obngregation who ass^nbled 
to perform the last sad office for one. so lately 
blooming- in health, and promising himself a 
long life, and a future opportunily to prepare 
for death. May it be a warning to, and heeded 
by, all who reiad this imperfect sketch of that 
scene!- * ^ 

I win next intPpduce a circumstance of a more 
pleasant character, and one that goes cBrectly to 
show the wisdom and importance of that ques- 
tion, which, according to our rules, is put to 
every piredcher who is admitted into full con- 
nection in the itinerant ministry, viz. : *^ Will 
you diligently instruct the children in every 
plaeeP And I will add, if in one point of.dnty 
I have failed m^Mre than In otheri^itia here: 
and I hare reasons for believing fhat many of 
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mj InretlirQii in the ipinistrj, botJi oldand yomig, 
might safely make the same concession. - Had 
I my work to do over again, I -would be doubly 
diligent in this duty. But to my story, . 

In my regular round? upon the circuit I used 
frequently to call at the bouse of a brotiier SMq- 
ner in Sherbumje, where l used to see a little 
lad, perhaps .twelver'or fourteen years of age, a 
brother of Bistet Skinner^ of inodest and retbring 
mannecs, but who seined . always deeply inte- 
rested in reli^Qus cony^sation and tlie.WQi:^p 
of God. At my first interview with the family 
this lad drew my attention, and the more. I be- 
came acquainted with them, the more strongly 
were my feelings enlisted in his favor and be- 
half, and I used to enter frequently into .ooa- 
versation with him on the. subject of his soul's 
salvation. Afler ^ few interviews, I foond him 
rationally »sii deeply convinced^ of sin, and 
truly penitent. He shortly found the peace of 
God in the ibrgiveness of.sin, through faith in 
Christ, and was admitted into the church. 

On leaving the cii'cuit.I sa.w him no more, 
until the session of the^Genesee Conference at 
Lansing, previously tp its division, yvhm a stran- 
ger came into, the conference room, and a bro- 
ther informed Ipe that he was a presiding elder 
from.tl^e Pittsburgh Conference. He had not 
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yet been introilaced. to us^ and I had. not there- 
fore ibeard his name. • At the closeof the morn- 
ing session he came to me, and.c^ed me^y 
xiame. I remarked to him that I -did not reeog- 
uize him. ^'^ WeU,^ said he, " I distinctly recol- 
lect whkt you said tb met when I was a. small 
bay, sitting in the comer at brother Skinner's, 
in Sherburne, 'and my- 2ipme. is 2iQra Coston. 
Those who are fkniliar with- 1^ Minutes of 
our annual conferences i^ill: recollect that bro- 
ther Coston has been,^ for a number of years,. a 
presiding elder, in the Pittsbofgh Conference. . 
In. connection mth the above I will give an- 
other case, which,* though it did not transpire 
on ^e sbme-circuit, yet goes directly to show 
the permanency of early .impressipns on the 
human mind. While I was a local preacher, I 
used frequentty to visit the. north part of Johns- 
town, then in Montgomery county, to spend the 
sabbadi; and in those visits, used to call at the 
house of a brother C, whose youngest daughter 
is now the wife of one of our most talented and 
respectable ministers. I had not seen her from 
the days of fier childhood, until, several years 
after her' marriage, wh<^n, passing through the 
placef where' she and hfer husband resided,- 1 
called to make them a short visit. The brother 
met me itt the door^ and mlbrmed me that his 
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Wife wa0 dangerousfy Aak^i a fever, and thai I 
should pvc^)Mj take bat litde or no satisfiustaon 
in my Ym% as hi» wife was under the influeBce 
of ddUrium the most of the time. He, however 
wished me to ^ in, which I did, and on enter* 
ing the sick room, Ihe suflbrer lay with her face 
turned to the wall, and -did not notice mj en<* 
trance. After standing for a few minutes in 
silence, she turned, and fixthg her eyes intently 
upon me, her husband iiiquired of her,- if she 
thought she knew me. She immediately re* 
plied, << I do ind^ know him," and readily men* 
tioned my name ; at the same time sciying to 
her husband, ^ I distifaotly remember what he 
said to me the last time I ev^ saw him, until 
now, when I was flitting on hiB lap in my father's 
house."* At the time to whl^ she referred ahe 
must* have been only three or foitr years of 
age. 



NUMBER XV. 

Ot7b oonferenoe fot 1^12^ had b.een ai^inted 
at Niagara^ Upper Canada. . But previously to 
the dme of its meeting, the late war between 
this country and Great Britain was proclaimed; 
that part of tb« ocNafer^mce within the United 
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States were, therefoarey di>Uged to find some 
other place to hold their seMkm. For some 
tlo^e wewere in a state of siispensey no one 
having authority fb make another appointments 
But at length, Bishop 'AAhary assumed the re- 
sponsibility to appoint it fit Judge Dorse /s, in 
Lyons, then in Ontario country, N. Y., where 
it had held its first session two years hefore* 

We assembled aocordin^y : and what a sim- 
ple-hearted, lovitig, happy iitde company we 
were ; numbering only fi>rty-ei^t, members and 
probationers all told, exceptii^ those in Canada. 
Bat we seemed to be all of one heart and mind ; 
aiming at -the >iin§^e object to glorify God in the 
salvadon of souls. No jealousy, no Mckerings, 
no strife but to excel in ^d<»ng good, were in our 
ranks orbordeFs: for preachers and people were 
generally of one spirit The preachers were 
ready to receive their appointments without 
choosing ; and the people were ready to receive 
the preachers without selecting for themselves 
beforehand. 

If there were exceptions to the above de- 
scription, th^ w^re few. I often look back to 
those days with mingled feelings of pleasure 
and p«n. la sooie things we have undoubtedly 
improved ; in others, I think we have not.^ I 
am no croaker, and do not intend to utter 
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denunciations jagainst mj brethreit m the 
Hunistry or membership : and yet I cannot but 
desire and pray, that in some ibings we might 
return to Uie simpHcity and spirit of fortner 
days. Soma who. read this will probably -say, 
^ This is the language, and these are the views^ 
of an old man." This 4* true ; and were I not 
old, I should not be able to eompiire tHe preselit 
with £c»*mer time^ from personal observation. 
And after^ making all .proper aUowance- for the 
feelings and views of a^ old man, I eannot but 
think, that some even jrf my younger brethren are 
prepared, from historic infwmation, to concede, 
that in some things^ at least, we' h^ve changed, 
not for tiie better. - 

At this confejrencevi was admitted into full 
connection, and ordained a deacon by the ven- 
erable Bishop Anbury, together with P, Hollett, 
J. Huestis, S. Mattisop;^ S. L. Rawley, W, Brown, 
R, Farley, J. Kinkaid, D. Barnes, N. Bigelow, 
S. Thompson, and B. G. Paddoc^: some of 
whom have finished their course and gone to 
their last account ; whije others, like myself are 
still lingering on. the shores of time. 

The sessions of our conference were held, 
and the solemn rite of ordination perfoi^ned, in 
Judge Dorse/s storehouse,, or granary, the 
frame of ^hi(^, I beHeve, is still standing, 
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though removed from its former site; and covered 
anew. . From this conference I was removed to 
West Moreland circuit, with A. Cummings, 
where-W. B. Lacey had traveled the preceding 
year, and where he probably had doring the 
yeaf made arrangements for leaving out churdi, 
and uniting with the Protestant Episcopalians. 
He was appointed this year to Herkimer circuit; 
but in the course of a few weeks offered himself 
to the last-named <jhurch — ^was accepted, and 
came to serve a congregation at Paris Hill; 
which at that time was included in "Westmore- 
land circuit. He had many warm friends on this 
circuit, and had calculated that at least one half ot 
the membership would follow him to that church. 
This was a time of trial and great solicitude 
with my colleague and myself. But God inter- 
posed. Mrl Lacey was disappointed^ and the 
church was saved from being rent or divided in 
any degree. ' He did in one instance so far suc- 
ceed as to induce one of our most wealthy mem- 
bers with his wife to withdraw from our church. 
But before they had united with his, the lady 
was taken dangerously sick, and expected to 
survive but a short tinie. Being in that part 
of the circuit, a messenger came from them to 
me, at a late hour of tl^ night, desiring me to 
visit them immediately. In compliance, I ac- 
6 
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eompaaied the messenger to their bovise; and 
as 800X1.30 1 arriyed, the ladj, who supposed she 
kad but a short time to live, desired me^ to be 
seated bj her bedside, and immediatsij com- 
xaenced making the most humble confessioix of 
her error in leaving the church ; and desired to 
know of me if I would take the respcmsibilitj 
upon myself to receive her ccmfession and bear 
it to the church, and register her name that 
night upon its recQrds, saying she could not die 
in peace until this was done. When I told her 
I would do so, she thanked me most heartily, 
saying, " WJien this is done, I have, nothing 
more to ask, only that God will forgive my 
error, for the discovery of which I am thankful 
to him." She, however, finally recovered from 
this sickness, and proved the sincerity of her 
repentance by comia^ to the church, as soon as 
her state of health 'would allow, and personally, 
together with her husband, humbly asking to be 
forgiven, and restored to the fellowship and 
confidence of the church. This was readily 
granted, and for years, afterward they were an 
honor and a blessing to it.. 

The name of this brother stands honorably 
connected with,- the early histOTy of the Wes- 
leyan University at Middletown, as one of its 
ofiBio^rs and most liberal patxx>ns» But they 
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famre both passed awaj^ from earth, and hare^ 
no doubt) entered upon their reifard in heaven. 
It was duripg this tiixie of Irial, occasioned by 
the effi>Tts of Mr. Lacej to divide the churoh, 
that I l^ais led to seek for . closer Communion 
wiih God ; which I th^i found, and by which I 
was greatly supported and comforted. 



NUMBER XVI. 

. Ouit conference for 1813 was held in West- 
morelaiidy and was attended by Bishops Asbury 
and M'Kendree. The former exhibited the 
strength of habit in his disapprobation of ihe 
practice) Which had very generally obtamed 
among the preachers, of we^aring pantahons. 
Of the whole number belonging to our' con- 
ference, Seth Mattison ^one, I believe,, wore 
his knee-buckles and gaiters; which was the 
bishop's manner in dress. On the arrival of 
brother Hattison, the bishop manifested his ap- 
probation by embracing him most cordially. 

At this conference I w$u9 rei^pointed to 
Westmoreland circuit, and had for my colleague 
Thomas Thorp, a young man who had traveled 
one year on prolMUtion in the New-York Con- 
ference, but was now transferred to ours through 
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the influence of fais colleague, on acoomit of a 
matrimofiial engagement into which he had en- 
tered daring his first year's probation. The 
transfer I think was injudicious, and greatlj to 
the injury of the young man. * But I diacge 
nothing against the episcopacy r they nmst hafc 
been uninformed as to the peculiar facts or ci^ 
cumstances of the case, 

Thomas Thorp was a young man of mind 
and talents quite above mediocrity. His sense 
of honor and propriety was enlightened and 
elevated. He had. the advantages of a classical 
education, and his mind was stored with a fund 
of general knowledge, surpassing' that of most 
young men of his age. His views of Christian 
theology were orthodox and clear. Bnt the 
fatal consumption had early marked him as its 
victim : and his removal to such a distance fix)iii 
the object of his choice and affections, and under 
such circumstances, had, I think, a tendency to 
hasten his decline. He regained upon the cir- 
cuit but about half or two-thirds of a year, when 
his health became so impaired, and his mind 
so much affected, that he left the circuit with 
the design to visit the state of Connecticut, and 
by a few weeks' relaxation, he hoped to recruit 
his health and return to his field of labor. But 
he returned no more. 
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^e was finally mairied to the object of hift 
choice ; who, from the iiifarmatio& 1 received,, 
was a jonag ladj of lughly respectalde oon- 
neetions, and er^ry way. worthy of being the 
wife of a minister. J do not intend here to take 
part in the controversy respecting the *^ early 
marriage, pf ministers." "^ut I capnot btit be- 
Ueve, that in this case great wrong and injury 
were done, in attempting to prevent the mar- 
riage {yi brothcir Thorp. Though he had not 
become generally known to the members of the 
New- York Cdnference-^yet some of the aged 
and influential members I^ discovered his 
worth ; and from the |x>rrespondence which Dr* 
Bangs held with .me in reference to brother 
Thorp, I belieye that he and some others ad- 
Tocaiied his cause before the New- York Con- 
ference at its ne^t session, and Ire was retrans- 
ferred and became a member of that conference. 
But the fatal disease whicb had fastened upon 
him brought him to the grave while he was 
yet in the momingjof life. ..7 

During the two years w}iicb I spent on West- 
moreland circuit, thenar raged, not^only <») the 
lines between the. United States, and Canada, 
but between parties at home ; and exerted a 
deleterious influence upon the cause of religion. 
There were some who professed to believe that 
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war was a great moral evil, apd nnjastifiable in 
any case, and especially in ithis ; a^d irho^wben 
they heard of any saccess er victory whidi 
crowned the Amefrieaa arms, would assame a 
doleful countenance, and depict the ravages of 
War. But when th^ heard of a victory on the 
side of the opposing party, and a defeat <^ our 
own, Would kindle bonfires in the street, and 
ring the bells wiAh a merry peeL This led me 
frequently tb exclaim, How deceitfol is the hu- 
man heart ! and to lek, '^^o can show' me an 
honest man ? But notWittAtanding- all oar dif- 
ficulties, God carried on his work in some parts 
of the circuit, and we had a goodly nninber of 
dear conversions and accessions to the church; 
among whom were the Rev. D. A. Shepard of 
the Oneida Conference, and the Rev. Anson 
TuUer of the Black River. - 

After an absence of some twenty years, I had 
occasion to pass through this region of country, 
and called to make ^ ^6rt visit among some of 
my old fiiends at Westmoreland^ But alas, how 
soon the scene had changed I Almiost an entire 
generation had passed away; some three or 
four only of my former friends and acquaint- 
aaoes remained. Some had removed to other 
partSy but the^ greater number had gone to the 
grave, and thdr places among the living -were 
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supplied by another generation, liie venerable 
old church, which was a s{>acious building, where 
we used to meet, and where w^ had- enjoyed 
seasons of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord never U> be forgotten, and ^here an As- 
bury and a' M'Kendfee had proclaimed the 
gloiirions truths of the gospel^ wais deserted, and 
a new one erected iaa more ctotral part of the 
town« d4Il these circumstances combined, ex- 
cited .feelings ^hich I cannot describe. I 
obtained the key of the, old churdh, and opened 
die door and entered alone the sacred place ; 
and' locking the door behind me, proceeded to 
the altar, andcs^ed to mind- the Tompkins, the 
Hannahs, and mfmy others with whom I used 
to worship there, who were now, numbered with 
the dead $ and falling on my knees before the 
altar, I prayed and wept until I could weep no 
more. It was to me a solemn and profitable 
season.- My old fri^nd^ the-Bev. Daniel Seely, 
a local preacher* df that place, was then one of 
the few survivors ; but he, shortly after my visit, 
finished his course' in a good old age, and has 
gone, I trust, to his eternal rest 
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NUMBER XVII. 

Ou^ con£eren<^ held its. fifth aI^lllal session 
at Genoa, (now Xansipg,) in* July, 1814, at 
which Bishop M'Ken4ree presided, and by 
whom at this oonf(Nreaoe I was ordained an 
elder, and appointed to Utica drcuit, and had 
for my colleague Zenas Jo/yes^ now a superan- 
nuated n^ember of the On^d|i> Conference.^ We 
had been preceded on this circait bj. Seth Mat- 
tison and Jab^jv TreadweU : the latter was a 
young man Who had been reoommei&ded from 
within the bounds of the New-York Conference, 
and was brought on by Bishop Asbury, and ad- 
mitted into ours^ 

Jabez TreadweU was one of the loveliest of 
men: there iras symmetiy in his form, a^ 
beauty in his countenance ; his yoice was music, 
and his gestures in public speaking impropriate 
and graceful. In spirit he was meek and gentle 
as a. lamb, yet full of holy zeal for the glory of 
God, and burning love for the souls of m^n; 
and wherever he went, he won the hearts of all 
who loved goodness ; and those who did not, were 
often made to tremble while he described the 
character of the divine Being, the purity of his 
law, and the just condemnation of the disobedi- 
* Died eince this was written. 
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ent He lefl maaj seals of his ministrj oo 
Udca drcait. 

. At the. conference in 1814 he was appointed 
to a circuit which embraced the low and marshy 
lands on the soathern shore of Oneida LaJke, 
irhere many feared to go on account of the mi- 
asma which was generated there. But Tread- 
well went cheerfully to his work, though many 
feared it would prove £a.tal to his health, if not 
to his life.. Heeommenoed his labors with his 
usual zeal^, and with bri^tening prospects of 
usefulness ; but was shortly afler attacked by 
the ieyer which preyailed there, and was soon 
brought to the grave. . But as he had lived, so 
he died — fa}l of love to Gk)d and man, and 
declaring his- assurance that the designs . and 
will of Gkni would be answered in Jiis death, 
and thi^t he felt fully resigned to whatever God 
should order. He was a native of the state of 
ClonBecticut, where his parents and friends lived 
at the time of his death ; he there^^re suffered, 
and died, and was buried among strangers, who, 
though they did everything in their power for 
his comfort and relief, could not fully supply the 
place of a tender and sympathizing mother and a 
beloved father. Sometimes, in paroxysms of de- 
lirium, he would seem to imagine that his parents 
and friends were by his bedside^^d would address 
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fliem as if ia&ing bis leave of tbem in the moist 
tender and affectionate manner. Here is 'azt* 
other instance of the inscrutable providence of 
Grodf-thaJ) one so young, and^giving promise of 
so much usefulness to the church and to the 
world, should be thus cut off in the very morn- 
ing of manhood. Tbis^^abo, is another occasion 
for regret, at least to myself, that our usf(ge,' to 
which I have heretofore referred, is to leave 
unnoticed in our annual Minutes all such cases 
where the individual has notl>een-admitted into 
full connection. Our belovfed brother Mattison, 
whose love for this young man was like that of 
Jonathan fcHr David, wrote a short account of 
his gospel labprs and death r but I do ^ot 
know that that account is now in the hands of 
any. 

I have stated above that my eolleague on 
Utica circuit was Zenas Jdne^ ; and {Perhaps 
there never were two men more eordially 
united upon a circuit thait we were. The war 
raged, and occupied to a great^e:itent the pub- 
lic attention ; yet we had many -gradous and 
refreshing seasons in the different societies, and 
had; some conversions and additions to the 
church. We had in £he town of Litchfield what 
was called a union meeting houses built by 
Presbyterians, Baptists, and Methodists; but 



JU&COLLECTIONfl OF THE PABT. 91 

ius ifl the case in most instances of the kind, 
la^ead of a union, it was a contention honse. 
On one occasion we had a love-feast and sacra- 
mental season appointed there, and Bishop 
M'Kendree passing through that part of the 
country, called to spend the sablbath with us. 
When sabbath morning came, a certain man, 
who claimed to be H proprietor in the house, 
went early in the morning and took one of the 
doors from the hinges, laid it down upon the 
floor, Bnd sat down upon it, to prevent our hold- 
ing the love-feast in due fonQ. Having learned 
what was going on, I asked tlie' bishop if he 
was willing to preach in the grove, which was 
near ^by, to which he consented We therefore 
gave up the love-£eaist, and before preax^ng 
held a meeting for prayer and speaking in the 
grove, having previously posted a man in front 
of the church-yard to notify the people where 
the meeting wibs, and to request all not to go to 
the church, so that the man had the privilege of 
sitting upon Ids door unnoticed by any one, untQ 
he was weary and ashamed, when he got up 
and went home. 

While upon this circuit, I Was attacked by a 
singular disease, which was attended by spasms 
of or about the heart, which were periodical, 
generally coming on in the morning, and several 
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times I tboagbt thej would produce sudden 
death. The pain was excruciating beyond 
description. On one occasion, attended by^ mj 
colleague, I spent the night at the house of a 
brother Peak, in the town of Warren^ Hei^imer 
county, when, after rising in the morning, one 
of those spasms came upon me which was more 
severe than any which had preceded it But 
after awhile it subsided, and breakfast, being 
ready, we sat down at the table, when a second 
fit came on, and I fell suddenly from my ohair 
to the floor. My oolleague, who was sitting by 
my side, -sprang to me and took<me in his acms^ 
and sat down upon the side of a bed, while for 
some time I was perfectly unconscious of every- 
thing that was transpiring ^ooond me. The 
first thing I can recollect after dropping to the 
floor was .the yoice of. my colleague, saying* 
^ My brother, I believe your work is done." 
These spasms, however,' wore away, becoming 
lighter at each return' after this severe attack, 
until my health became as good as was usual 
for me. 
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> NUMBER XVm. 

Our conference held its sixth session in 
Lyons, commencing June -29, 1815, in the same 
building which had been previously occupied 
for that purpose at Judge Dorse/s, Bishop 
iJifKendFee presiding. At this conference we 
elected eight delegates to attend and represent 
our conference in the second delegated Greneral 
Conference, which wa^ to convene in the city 
of Baltimore, May 1, 1816. The ddegates 
w^re Henry Ryan, William Case, Charles 
Giles, Abner Chase, Oeorge Gary, Chandley 
Lambert, Seth Mattison, and Isaac Puffer. 

At this conference I received my appoint- 
ment to Paris, now called Sauquoit, which was 
the first station formed within the bounds of 
what is now called the three conferences, and 
which was one of the oldest societies in Western 
New- York. We had during the year great 
peace and unity in the society, except some 
trifling dissension between political parties, who 
justified, and who condemned the war, which 
happily was closed during the year, and the 
proclamation of peace was received with gen- 
eral rejoicing. 

Li attending the General Conference, I had 
the satisfaction of seeing and forming an ac- 
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quaintaDce with some of the first classof Meth- 
odist preachers on this continent : such as Jesse 
Lee, Philip Bruce, Nelson Reed, and oihers 
of the same class, the most of whom have since 
gone to their rest and reward* Perhaps the 
venerable Ezekiel Cooper is now the onlj sur- 
vivor who can be considered as having beloi^- 
ed to that class of preachers. The conference 
at an early period of the session resolved to re- 
move the remains of Bishop Asbury from Vir- 
ginia, where he had died, and been buried in die 
latter part of March preceding, to the city of Bal- 
timore, to be deposited in a vault which wias to 
be prepared for that purpose under the pulpit 
or recess of the church in Eutaw-street John 
W. Bond, who had attended Jhe bishop during 
the latter years of his life, and at his death, was 
commissioned by the conference to superintend 
the removal The original. coffin was inclosed 
in lead, and put into another lined with pitch. 
When it arrived in front of the church in light- 
street) the conference immediately adjourned, 
and formed itself as a family of ioaourners, fol- 
lowed or attended by a numerous throng, sup^ 
posed by some to be thirty thousand,- and pro- 
ceeded to the Eutaw-st church, where a short 
discourse was delivered by Bishop M'Kendree, 
whose health was too feeble to permit him to 
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speak more than fifteen or twenty minutes. A 
funeral anthem was then sung bj the choir, aflter 
which the body was deposited in the vault.which 
had been prepared. 

While this service was being perfonped, and 
the multitude were pressed together^ a swaim 
of pickpockets were busy at their aecustomed 
work, and many lost their pocket-books, and 
some with a cpQsiderable amount of money. One 
preacher lost $400 of bgok money^ and several 
others a less sum. Funeral sermons on the 
death of Bishop Asbury were preached in all 
our , churches in the cily on the following sab- 
bath. Bishop Asbury was certainly, in several 
respects, a very extraordinary man, and had I 
the ability to do so, I would with pleasure de- 
lineate his chaaracter, and the more readily, as I 
think too litde has been said and written of the 
zeal, labors, and sufferings of this apostolic man. 
He commanded a respect and veneration which 
no superintendent of our church at the present 
day can reasonably expect to receive: for 
though our present Msbops may be worthy of 
honor, and perhaps ^ double honoi'/' as « ruling 
well," yet they are but brethren ; while Asbury 
had a claim to the title and relation of father^ 
which no other man in our church had, or can 
have. I do not mean to say that he citood upon. 
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or ui^d diis claim, but that it was Tolantarily 
rendered to him by most of those who were 
capable of discerning his character. When his 
lameness and decrepitude are taken into the 
account, the labors which he performed, in tra- 
veling and preaching, from one end of this con- 
tinent to the other, are truly astonishing. What 
his sufferings and privations were in an earlier 
day will probably never be fuUy known in time. 
But in the later years of his life I witnessed 
some circumstances which are still fresh in 
memory, one of which I will give. 

When, in 1810, the bishop was on his way to 
atteiid the first session of the Genesee donfer- 
ence, accompanied by Daniel Hitt, Henry Boehm, 
and several other preachers, he called and spent 
a few days with* us at a camp meeting on Dela- 
ware circuit, where I was then stationed. From 
this meeting I accompanied them for a day or 
two, being acquainted with the geography of 
that part of the country. It was in the heat of 
summer; and after traveling until man amd 
beafit were weary and needed refreshment, we 
knew of no friendly family on whom we nngfat 
call, for Methodists in that country were then 
few and far between; and I do not know that 
any of our company had money sufficiently plen- 
ty to justify our calling at a public house. So 
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ndmg on slowly and feint, we came to a wood, 
when the bishop ordered a hajt When all had 
dismounted, and our beasts were tiipping the 
stinted growth of grass by the wayside, the 
bishop announced that under the seat^ of his 
iwo-wheeled chair, on which he rodC; he had a 
few almond nuts, and directed that they should 
be taken out and spread tipon the trunk of a 
fallen tree. When this was done, he devoutly 
asked a blessing thereon, and we were all invit- 
ed to share therein* ^ When we had finish- 
ed our little repast; we started on again — ^the 
bishop cippeanng as cheerful as though he had 
dined at some richly furnished table. 

But to Peturti to the conference. Our delib- 
erations proceeded witli great unanimity of feel- 
ing, except when \^hat was called the presiding 
elder question came up ; and even then there 
was great decoruntt in debate. 

At this session of the General Conference, 
the iRev.'R. R. Roberts and Enoch George 
were electfed bishops of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church : with the latter I afterward became 
more familiarly acquainted than with any other 
of our superihtendents, haVing been his travel- 
ing x^mpanion at different times for many hun- 
dred miles. And for apostolic simplicity and 
zeal, I believe he has had few equals, and no* 
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superiors, since the oommencemeni of the present 
centory. Many solemn and pleasant seasons 
h^ve I spent with him in prayer, when in the 
evening shades, we have walked together into 
the fields or groves. But I shall wish to write 
more of Bishop Greorge than my present sheet 
will contain. I will therefore reserve the re- 
mainder for another number. 



NUMBER XIX. 

I PROPOSED in my last to say something more 
of Bishop George. But I am aware that my 
powers of description are <][uite too meagre for 
my subject; yet I wilLstate. a iev things of the 
man, and his manner or style of .preaching. He 
had an utter aversion to everything like show 
or parade ; and cared but little for appea,rances, 
or the customs of the worl4y and therefore could 
never be persuaded to sit, that his likeness might 
be taken. He once said to me when speiJdng 
on this subject, '^ K any painter ever gets my 
likenesis to exhibit, he shall steal it, or catch it 
flying." Though he was a \^arm friend of learn- 
ing and science, and spent a great numb^ of years 
in teaching, yet he loathed the appearance of a 
pedantic display, or the foppery of learning. 
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As to his style ia preaching, those who haye 
had the privilege to hear him will not think them- 
nelves under any obligation to me for attempting 
to describe it^ Yet for the sake of those who, 
never heard him, I will state, that his style was 
simple, chaste, and ilowmg-— and at the same 
time pathetic beyond comparison — ^and his flights 
of eloquence were often overpowering, when he 
would catay his congregation away as with a 
food,, which was raised they knew not. how. He 
used frequently to say^ ^' It is the grammatical 
eloqjaence of 4he Holy Grhost, that deeply, last- 
ingly, and profitably affe,cts the hearts of men." 
He ^ver manifested a deep interest in the pros- 
perity of the cause of God in general, but espe- 
cially for the Genesee Copference. This, his 
letters now in my possession will show, extracts 
from sofne of which I propose to give here- 
aftef. ' 

He seemed alap p have a veiy fiivorable 
opinion of the pietyy zeal, and usefulness of the 
preachers in this section of. the church. I will 
here relate a circumstance which will go to con- 
firm ^s last statement At the General Con- 
ference of 1820, which was held in the city of 
Baltimore, I was invited with several delegates 
from difierenfe conferences to^ dine on a given 
day with a certain gentleman in the city. When 
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I MTived at the place^ James Batenaflby of ihe 
Philadelphia CDnference, was relating what he 
had heard Bishop. George saj of the preachers 
of the.Genesee Conference. That he (the bishop) 
always ^ew from his first acquaintanee with 
Methodist preachers, that thej would get men 
converted who wofdd convert; but he -never 
knew, until he visited the Genesee Conference, 
that' Methodist preadiers would get men eon- 
veried whether they wmdd or, not, '- That when 
he came to this conference, he found the preach- 
ers laying siege to the hearts of: men, and to a ' 
throne of grace, and that they took no^denJal 
from earth or Heaven, but strolled till they 
prevailed with both* Whatever of eulogy thers 
was in this, belongs as much to the Oneida and 
Black Biver Conference^ as to the .Genesee, 
for we were then all oi^e. If this was then our 
character, it may be well to examine and in-, 
quire, whether we have maintained, and are 
exhibiting it at the present day. Were^I to 
hazard a comparison of thepreachii^ of the 
former with the present time^ and an inquiry 
whether the generality of sermons of the pres^it 
day contain the same amount of experimental 
and practical divinity which they formerly did, 
or whetherthe labors of the study are not la&er 
to trim and adorn tibe dishes in which the gospel 
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.leae^t is served up, with fine-spim metaphysical 
or philosopkical theories, vrhieh have a tendency 
to bewilder the hearers, or to gather a profu- 
sion of fowers, which when thrown upon a 
congregation tendrather to su^cfation, T should 
probably by so doing excite a smile from those 
who conclude that the views and taste of an old 
nian cannot acoo)rd with the improyements of the 
age, when everjrthing goes by steam or by light- 
ning;* 

Let none suppose that I am objecting to a 
pure and.elevatted style of preaching. Such a 
«tyle t love, and am gratified when it is exhibited 
by others, if I cannot attain to it myself and 
perfectly abhcMr all elownif^ vulgdrity in a minis- 
ter, in the pulpit or out of it. Sdll, having had 
an opportunity within the Itet'few months to 
listen to ministers 6f different denominations, I 
feel bound to say, that'I have indulged fi^ars, that 
diere is a greater e^rt now being made to please 
Hie 'ear thati to reaich the heart, and bring men 
to the f(K>t of the cross.' The sword of the Spirit 
bdng nniifled with eilken ivreaths cannot pene^ 
tarate the coat of mail with which sinners are 
dad. If I misjudge, I shall rc^ice dt being 
better infcMihed. - 

la connection with the above, I will introduce 
an estoust fiom oat of ibe letta» of KsliO]^ 
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George, to wldch I have heretofore referred. 
It IB dated at Albany, August 6, ia20. • ' 

"My Dba^ Beothbb, — -This maysrerveas 
infonnatioa/tiiat under the protection - of a^ good 
ProTidence I iave safely reached Albany, and 
am now preparing to take my departuire from 
this part of the work for a considerable time. 
Permit ilBie to say that I leave your part of the 
work, that is to say, the Genesee- Conference, 
with more than ordinary solicitude. When I 
consider your toils and hardships in the field of 
labor, and how great things the Lord hath done 
for you in days and year? past, and how near 
you are being vanquished, my- heart within me 
is pained, yea, greatly and sorely distireS^ed.* 
I am now about to ask one favor, not for my^lf, 
but for Zion's sake, and that is, that my brother 
would make an eSbjct Iq ajl the quarterly 
conferences to introduce a^pirit.of fastmg and 
prayer, for a revival of the work~of God among 
you in general, that is to. $fly, the conversion of 
souls r and more especiaUy-that the gt^eat Head 
of the church may give the Spirit.of holiness to 
the ministry and the membetshipr 

<< When :the traveling and local preachers sh^li 

Th(9 bishop here alladeB to some diffictilties which 
bad arisen amang us on account of Freamasomy*' 
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join to preadr faolioe^s, dad priu^ce holinesisty 
then may you expect to see the garden of the 
L6i:d bloom with beautj and prosperitj. I con- 
elade; with h<^ing you will make your best efiforts 
fbr accomplishing this desirable object, and also 
that jon will pray for yooririend and brother in 
Ounst, Enoch Geobge.'' 

I intend hereailer to give some further e^iitracts 
from these letters. . 



, . NUMBER XX. 

' The summer of 181 6 was emphatically styled 
^^ihe cM tummer f and on returning fnxn the 
General Conference to my charge at Paris, I 
endeavored to improve the 'providence, by im- 
pressing the minds of the people with a sense 
of {heir entire dependence dn God ; and that he 
could easily deprive them, not only of the com- 
forts, but even of the. neceissaries of life. Many 
became seridusly impressed, and great solem- 
nity-appeared to rest up<m the congregation 
genenJly^ and some of the members of the 
church were greatly quickened, and began to 
look with earnest expectation for a revival. 

I had also been encouraged by a dream, which 
I had previously to my appoititmeni to this star 
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tion, Uf locdk for 9(MnetfaiDg gpdoA to be accdm- 
plisbed. I do not give .the dream 4k8 baving the 
authority of xey^ation. Nor, do X tbink that 
much confidence should be placed in dreams in 
generaJ » yet J think God may^and does^ ev^i 
at this day» sememes wtke impressions 4nth!s 
-WB^, upon the minds of men, to serve particuhu* 
purposes.. And this, I believe, has been the 
opiniion of spme great^ and good men of the 
present century. Great care should, howev'er, 
be t^en, that we may not.be led by dreams 
contxary to what God has revealed in the 
Scriptures. The dream •to which: I have allud- 
ed was on this wise. - WJien on my way to the 
conference at Lyons, from which I received my 
.appointment- to. this stajbion, I called for> enter- 
tainment fpx the . night at .i^.$mall house, which 
was denominated a tajvetn, ne.ar wh^re Water- 
loo now stands,. fpr we had^.np.Methodistp in 
that section at that time ; at least ^ knew of 
none. During the night I dreamed that J. vas 
at the confer^n^e, jKud heard mj(;appointmest 
read out fox Paris. When this ajuciouncefi^ent 
was made, I felt very deeply^ knowmg there were 
difficulties and discouragements to. be encoun- 
tered. I left the conference room, as I thought, 
and retired to a grove near by, and fell upon my 
^^e^ and besoug^ God for help. W^ th^s 
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engaged in prajer, J^hesTd a vbiQe. saying in a 
very audible and distinct manner^ '^ GU> on and 
do your duty, and you shall iiot Jabor in vain." 
I pauaedy ai^d inquiringly asked, ^hat I should 
see as the result of my labors. But ^U the 
answer I reoeived was^in the same ii^ords^^nd 
ip. the same audible and. distinct, jnanner^ " Oo 
on and. do yom: dtt^y and you. $haU ifwt lahor in 
vcdn,^ ... 

Jn all the. discou;ragement8 in theforsier part 
of this year's labor^.this dream, and espeeially 
those impressive word% were present to my 
Blind; and when I saw the seriousness which 
rested upon th^ congregation as above describe<|, 
and the increasing spirit of prayeis ampng the 
members of the churchy I. was greatly encour* 
.aged. The first ^convert who came out, and 
publicly acknowledged what God.h^d dpne for 
his soul, was a young gentleman whose name 
was, Cyrenus Wilbur, who had a respectable 
.standing in community, and ^ho became very 
active and. useful in the work which followed. 
This young B^an subsequendyreisided at Alexaor 
der, in Qenesee fspunty. Whether he holds on 
his way, and continues to be useful in the diurcb, 
I ao^ not advised. This revival was more like 
a gentle 4uid continued, rain than like an over- 
.wheli&mg flood* Ck)nvictiona were^ iti^oltiplied 
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and deepened; and one after another of the re- 
spectable part of community came forward and 
proclaimed the mercy of God to their souls, or 
in tears requested an interest in the prayers of 
the church. 

Soon after this revival commenced, oar con- 
ference * asseml)led, according to previous s^ 
pointment, itt^ Paris, which tended to deepen 
and extend the work. On the sabbath which 
\^as embraced in the session of the conference. 
Bishop M'Kendree preached us a sermon, which, 
I doubt not, is remembered by many to the 
present time. The multitude assembled on the 
occasion was very great : the entire churdi was 
given up to the female part of the assembly, and 
even then, perhaps n'ot one hidf of that class were 
able to get in. A staging was prepared, readi- 
ing through one of the Windows of the church, 
the sash -being removed, so that the bishop oouM 
stand within or without the house, as^ he might 
choose to vary his position ; and seats were pre- 
pared on the north side of the house, where the 
bishop stood, but not sufficient to accommodate 
more, perhaps, than one-fotirth of the assembly. 
The greater part were therefore obliged to stand, 
or lose the opportunity to hear. The bishop 
took his stand ; but the current of ^ was so 
strong through the window, and lus astlmatio 
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affection was so severe, tliat lie ^ hesitated to 
commence. After stai^ding a short time, he 
called me to liim and said, ^ I think I cannot 
snceeed in an attempt- to speak here." I told 
him if he thought he could not preach there, we 
would clear his wa^to the pulpit^ and those who 
could' not hear must bear their disappointment. 
He paused again fof^ a moment, tmd then stoop- 
ing down toward me, as I stoiod upon the floor, 
said with a smile which was peculiar to himself, 
*^1 will try it l^re in the name of. the Lord.*' 
That expression and that smile ^re as vividly 
before my mind now, as though it were but 
yesterday. He commenced and gave out a 
hymn : after this was siing, he knelt upon the 
staging, and while at prayer his' voice became 
more and more clear and strong. H^ "arose 
and gave out his text, 1 Cor. i, 22, 23, 24: 
** For the Jews require ft sig», and the Greeka 
seek after wisdom. But we preach Christ 
crucified^ tinto the Jews a stumblings block, and 
unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God, and thi wisdom of God." 
He proceeded for a few minutes, and was evi- 
dently nsjing above all his embarrassments, and 
exclaimed, ^^'Thanks be to God, the shackles 
Are all off, there is no trammeling hare now l** 
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I Clin onij saj, Wliat a Beimoii ! and what a 
power attenided it ! 

There were 'present to hear jthis senm^ 
several ministers of different denomtnatiQiis 
besides our own ; and when the services were 
dbsed^ there was an inquiry among them, one 
.of ahoUiQi^ vrlBfiki thej ^thought of * the sermoa 
" Why/' said one of them, *^ Dr. — t-. cannot 
hold a candle to him." 

In my next, I design to say something further 
of this sermon, and of the bishop^who delivered it 
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In my last>^ I proposed to state something 
further of Bishop M'Kendre^, and the sermon 
whidi he gave us on the< occasion referred to. 

Bishop JVTEuendi^ee wa& an acquaintance and 
waum friend of General Jackson; and in the 
course of this sermon he gave us some striking 
anecdotes of the general, which ^odueed a 
fine effect upon the.congregK^n. I shall pro- 
bably only spoil them in attempting to write 
themi but still I will try to give the substance 
of one or two. On the memorable eighth of 
Jaauaiy, the day of the battle of New-Orleans, 
'k. being sabbaA, and the genei^al evp^ctiDg 



erery hour an attack from the -British samjy 
had, in the morning, given orders that no man 
should be far from his place, an4 that the 
Strictest order Should be preserved, and no 
nnusual noise: made in t^e camp. There were 
some pious men hi the arm^r, who had got 
together in one of the tents after breakfast, anc^ 
engaged in a prayer meeting. Becoming fer-^ 
Vent and animated in prayer^ (me of the officerr 
came to the tent and -ordered tifem to discon- 
tinue the meeting, alledging that they were 
disobeying the orders given in the morning by 
General Jackson. They assured the officer that 
they had no disposition^ to disobey, and if he 
would allow them the privilege, . they would 
appeal to the generaL To this proposition the 
officer assented, and agreed to aoc(»»pany two 
of their number to die genera's quarters,- to- 
hear his decision of the question. They went 
accordingly, and the officer .stated the case to 
the gei^eral, xemarking that he had forbidden 
ihe continuance of the ineetuig, beoause tliey 
had become Wann and loud in their prayers^ 
which he considered a violation of the general 
orders given in the morning, that.ni^ unusual 
noise should be made in the camp. Updn whicb 
the general {deasantly replied, ^ God forbid that 
prayer shoiUd be an unusual noise in my camp.*^ 
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Thej retorned, and the prajer pieeting went 
OB, until fbej.were called into the field of 
battle* 

One other narration giicen foj the bishop in 
this sermon I will try to present. It. was a 
meeting of the officers of the annj, to celebrate 
son^e victory which had been recently obtained ; 
to which celebration the officers whose wiyes 
were in the vicinity. were invited to bring their 
ladies with them. After dinner, toasts were 
given by the different officers, in pndse of 
General , Colonel /Major , Cap- 
tain r-, Ac. After which, the ladies were 

called upon for toasts; and the wife of the 
officer at the head of the table was personally 
requested to give the- first. She hesitated, but 
being urged, she finally gave this short sentence, 
" Glory to God," Upon hearing iMa sentence 
pranouneed,^aIl seemed struck with amazement 
and after a short pause one of the .officers ex« 
pressed his surprise, and desired the lady to ex- 
plain. In reply she said^ '^ I have s^rt h^re and 
heard glory given to man, and I would by no 
means withhold, or <^poae, giving due honor to 
the good and the brave. But there is a power 
above all these, without the aid of which, these 
valiant men could have achieved.no victory, 
and as I was urged to express a sentiment, I 
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felt in duty bound to acknowledge tbe hand of 
Jehovah in the Tictoiy wMch jouare cele- 
bratmg ;" and ^en added, << Gentlemen, I agaiii 
say, * OI0I7 to the* God of ^uinies, by whose aid 
yon have obtained this victory.' " To this senti- 
ment the company then responded with apparent 
eboerftilness. 

At this conference I was reappointed to Pa- 
ris, and the W(»*k of God in, the Awakening and 
conversion of flouls went gloriously on during 
the whole of the following conference year. 
Many particular instances of the power of di- 
vine grace might be given. I shall not attempt, 
however, to detail the individual experience of 
any, but only state a few cases- as they stand 
connected with other circumstances which I 
judge worthy of notice. There were two bro- 
thers, of the name of Smith,' who had recently 
become citizens of that town, and who sustained 
a fair and respectable' character. Both of these 
men becamesubjects of the revival, and shortly 
after they had united with the church, a gentle-: 
man called on me, while I was laboring under 
a severe attack of quinsy," who was ' an entire 
stranger, and commenced a conversation on the 
subject of Dr. Clarke's Commentary; and wiriied 
t'D know whether I thought the doctor was in 
sentiment what was called a Trinitarian : — to 
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wluohlaa&weredm Aeitffinnative^ This seemed 
greatly to didplease him, i» he made spm^. ub- 
gentlemanlj^reiBtarks' in repfy. I> however, 
WQS not m ti situation to converse much, and 
therefore attempted to waive the subject . But 
he continued hi&. remarks,^ and asked me if I 
held the vie^ws whiqh I had ascribed to Dr. 
Clarke. To which lagaio answered iuvthe af- 
firmative : upon which he started from Ills seat, 
and laying hoki ^upon the tongs which were 
standing by the firt^plaee, he raised them over 
my head in the most threatening attitude, and 
held them there for some timc;,^ My family 
were greatly alarmed, but I expostulated with 
him in few words, and desired him^to put down 
the tongs, and be calm, and Jet me know the 
eaufie of his being 86 much excited* He, by 
degrees, became more cool^ and ultimately let 
out the secret He^ was a Unitarian preacher, 
on whose ministry the two brother Smiths had 
attended previously to their removal to Paris, 
and he charged me with hairing influeneed them 
to embrace the Trinitarian. doctrine, which he 
held to be falser. Before he left, he acknow- 
ledged his rudeness, and stated that he .was an 
Englislunan, and had often preached in the 
diurch which was built for the celebrated John 
^B^nyaiu , When he .left me, I advised him, if 



lie wished to contend for the Umfarian iod^innet 
bjall meaas-to use some betta: argument in Ha 
fJupport Item Hie tonga. • 

. Tke ChristiaB names of these two brother 
Snajths.were Seth ahd Nathaniel: the former 
was the father.of Professor A. W. Snaitib, of the 
Wesleyan University. He inished his earthly 
xjourse in poace July 7, 1826rwitneQ8mg to the 
last the power and g«M3e-of the divine Savumr. 
See his.memcHry written hy the.Bev. Z. Fad- 
4ldck^ in the ninth volume of the Methodist 
Magazine. I may also mentioiii as fruits of this 
revival, the Bev. Z'. Paddock, of the Oneida 
Conference, the wife of the Rev. E. Bowen, of 
the same, and the wife of the Bev. M. Tooker, 
of the Genesee, who, with many otiiers I could 
name, have dcoie honor to. themselves and to 
the church. But here - memcuy calls up the 
names of many, both nude and female, of those 
who so cheerfully, fisdthfully, and successMiy 
wrought with me, by day and by night, in car- 
rying forward^ under God, this gracious revivah 
And where are ^ey ? Some of them, are gone. 
^ Gone, but not lost" Gone to receive, the re- 
ward of their labors, the inheritance puirchased 
hy the Redeemer, and- a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away. 

I cannoty consistent^ with my feelii^Sy close 
8 
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this wkhout mentioning the names of .«ome et 
those who w«re tl^ii my feUov-lflborers in this, 
■gospel harvest.* Kirkland. Griffin, Esq., Howe, 
Kichols, a!tad otheirs, now iiumbered wiUi the 
dead ; aiid EHjah Davis^^Hobart Graves^ and 
others, who, like myself, -ore, :a$ J' leam, fttUl 
lingering on the sfcores of time^ and waiting the 
Biimmons which shsill^call them to that better 
land, to meet' theiV friends and brethren who 
have gone bcfor<e'. More than a score of years 
have passed away since I hav^ seen tlieir faces, 
and still I feel the skme tie bindiilg me to them 
as when we were laboring and rejoicing to- 
gether, and I hojie to litok it anew in heaven. 
May divine grace* sustain. and qomfort these 
survivors through life,* and in the etfd give them 
victory'over dei»ith and the grave 1 - 
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At the dose^of my second year's labor at Pa- 
ris, our conference met at Elizabethtown, Upper 
Canada; This being soon after the close of the 
war^ I had feelings which I cannot describe 
whild viewing the battle gtround at Sacketts Har- 
bor, together with- the implements of war and 
deBtru<^o& which were deposited there, both on 
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land and on shipboard. O when «ball the hor- 
rid and barbarous castbnji of ^ac pass awaj,. 
an4 bejonly remembered with (liings that were^ 
in days of . comparative darkness aiul barbarism ! 
This being the first tipe I had eVer o¥,erstjepped 
the bomidsc^ih&UnitedStates^ the interference 
of Gustomrhbuse officer^ and other usages which 
I witnessed, were very unpleasant io me. How- 
erer, we found the Methodists, in Canada pos- 
sessing the same spirit as at home; and the 
eonference was well ^itertained by a simple- 
hearted^ pec^, who .received us with open 
arms. While the oonferenoe was in session, we 
had a blessed work of revival, and quite a num- 
ber experienced a ehangeof heart before its close. 
At one of the religious meetings, which were 
held daily during tiie conferehcei I had an op- 
portunity to witness* to what an extent a human 
being, with a base heaH^ may be capable of 
practicing deceit and hypocrisy, beyond any- 
thing which I had before seen. A person . came 
into the meeting riehly, though not gaudily 
dressed, of most accomplished manners, and 
professed to be greatly or deeply^ awakened, 
and desirous to find salvation. But it was as- 
certained the next day that the character of 
the individual had been most vile, and was still 
the same. . 
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At iiiis conference I reooived mj Bppoiiit>- 
menl to Otsego eircuit^ wiiere I was again p^v 
mitted to witne^ the displays of divine power 
, and grace in the saLyation of many 80iil& TJpon 
this drcuit I-fcnmd Josiah'Keyes, who^iras Iheh 
but a 'lad, and gave him his fir»b license to ex* 
hort ; who ailtei^ward beeiEuhe- so ^ftunous as, a 
pr^aeher, and tdied-whilehe was^presidlng elder 
on jGajuga distriet, -so uniyersally lamented. At 
a place called Fly Creek^ a few miles^ west }of 
Ck>operstown, th^^ was a lit^ eharch or ine^ 
ing house; which was bnilt or formerly occupied 
by Episoopahans ; but was at the time of which 
I am writing mostly occupied by- Methodists. 
In the month of Decmber of that yeiff we held 
a quarterly meeting in this little church. There 
had been something of a move among the peo- 
ple of the' neighborhood for a few weeks preced- 
ing, and several young persons had professed 
to find religion, or a change of heart When 
the quarterly meeting commenced, therefore, the 
people seemed prepared- to avail themselves of 
its privil^^ 

Through the entire meeting, from its com- 
mencement, there was a heavenly influence rest- 
ing upon the congregation. But sabbath evening 
was the great and. memorable time^ The pre- 
siding elder, C. Giles, remained with us, and 
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wa& modi in t&e spirit of the work. At abotit 
tiie usual hoar £br closing the. meeting, ivhOe 
some were, iselating what God had done for 
thbm, an old man by the name of Shepard, who, 
as he afterward stated; had felt deeply for se- 
veral days, bttt had not divulged his feelings to 
any one, inquired of^a iad who had spoken of the 
mercy o^God to him, if he thought there could be 
any mercy for such an' dd 'sinner as he was. It 
seemed that he made the inquiry of the* b6y 
because he was near h2tn,-and because he had 
not confidence to speieik to any ione else. The 
lad was rather taken by surprise, and did 
not answer imihediately ; but another person 
did, assuring the old man that there was m^rcy 
for him, and that he might find it. then, and 
there. Upon which the old man fell upon his 
knees, and many of us'bowed with him, and 
while we were intereeding for him, God spoke 
peace to his soul, and he arose and testified 
it to the congregation. This prodnced a powers 
ful efiect upon many. At the same time there 
arose a severe storm of lightning, thunder^ and 
rain, attended or succeeded by a storm of snow. 
The thunder storm at this season of the year 
added to the solemnity of the meeting, so that 
all idea of closing it was given up for the pre^- 
senty and cries And tears, and p^er and praise, 
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w«re Atingled, together witiiDUt ivitermission 
for seyeral hours ; soine havrng no, ^^positioa 
to ' leave tlte tious6 on. account. of .the storm,. 
whHe many more were itfcTuoed to stay be- 
cause of the interest they took in thej meetings 
Before the next morning ^it^wiredy many souIb- 
in that house were tSetiyered fbam the guiH 6£ 
sin, and made to rejoice in Ood their. ISaviour. 
Of this number was Martin Marvin, now a 
member of the Oneida; Conference. 

In my next I design to ^ve some further 
aecount of the wotiders of love and mercy which 
were displayed durmg tUs year on Otsego 
eircuit. : . * 
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In my lastl express^ adesign togive some 
ftiither account of the work of God whidi I 
was permitted to witness on Otsego circuit, 
Hiere lived at thi^ time, in a little village called 
MiUfbrd, situated a few miles below Coopers- 
town, on the Susquehnnnah River, a Major 
Badger, . a man who had enjoyed literary ad- 
vantages above most 6f his neighbors; and 
wbose mind was stored with general knowledge 
by reading and observation. But he was an unbe« 
V^ever in revealed religicm, and openly professed 



BBCOLI;eOTIONS' OF T»E PA8T. 11^ 

Bnd adyocated d^iih H^ hdd at tlii^ time tbe 
first office iiithetasnr,aiid his ihfluehce was great. 
Diiritig Uie winter of 1817-18 some l)U8iness 
had led ^im to atteitd the session of the legisla- 
tive in Albany £or several' weeks. During his 
absence his wif<& had attended a Methodist meet- 
ing in a neighborhood at some distance from 
home/a privilege fehe could not enjoy, with the 
knowle^e and .consent of her husband ; said, at 
this meeting she had become awakened, and 
had sought the Lord in secret, and found a 
sense of forgiveness o^ sin. But this, for the 
time being, she kept to herself; and when her 
husband returned she hesitated to mention what 
the Lord had done for her soul, fearing his op- 
position. - * 

In an adjoining town Kved a man by the 
name of Marvin, the father of Martin Marvin, 
of the Oneida Conference-, whom I have men- 
tioned in my last. Badger and^ Marvin had 
fbrmeriy heeo. intimately acquainted, but the lat- 
ter having some time before this embraced reli- 
gion, their intimacy had been interrupted. But 
it happened, soon after Badger returned fipom 
Albany, that some business brought them to- 
gether. Afler their business was accomplished, 
Iklarvin inquired of Badger if he ever attended 
Methodist meetings. ^ No," said Sstdg^, <^yoa 
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know I ^ notbetie^e in aiocb. thingd, aad why 
should I go?" Said Marvin^^^ there jnU be 
preaehmg ia sjach a place, on ^uob an eveBuigy 
which is but two or three miles £rom yosvt hoiis^ 
and I ask 70U as a friend to go, and at lea^ f<»r 
(Mice hear a sermon." Ba^er. gtre^ him no 
promise to attend, but on going home he 'asked 
his wife if she wished to go to a Methodist 
meeting* She was so astonished and .over- 
come, ^s she afterward st^ted^cm hearing her 
husband, make this inquiry, that for some tune 
she could give no answer* Bat aA;er recover- 
ing herself a little, she replied, ^< Why, do you 
wish to go?" ^ I do not kstow^that I do," said 
he, " but Marvin has been pressing me 4o go 
and hear a Methodist preacher at T,'s next 
Wednesday eveping." "WdDi," said ^, "if 
you wish to gpf J will accompany you." He 
replied, ^ Well, then, we will make our calcula- 
tions to go " 

She afLsi^ward told me that she could with 
^difficulty suppress her feelings until she could 
retire to her room, where she poured forth her 
gratitude to God for this unexpected event; 
that she iiras likely to have the privilege to at- 
tend a Methodist meeting with the consent of 
her husband* The evening arrived, and Badger 
aqd his wife repaired to the meeting. The 
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preacher was entirdy igacMfant of ihe eircultt- 
Btanees above nlEarated, but fel% in a rather un- 
usual de^ee, the^importaace of his work ; and 
endeavored to describe the wretched state ef 
man by nature, his need of the mercy of God, 
iukd how that mercy could be exercised- through 
Christ, and only through hkn. 
' When tfa:e> meeting was dosed, the major 
came fcnrward and introduced himself to the 
preachy, before «11 the eon^egation, by giving 
his name and the place of his residence; lOid 
added, << If you haveiieardT anything of Millford 
village, youihave probably heard-that Methodist 
preachers have been abused there," alluding to 
the caseofEbeneser Whiter who once attempted 
to preach in Millford, and was- abused by a mob. 
^< But," continued he^, ^'I wish you to come and 
preach in Milbfbrd, and if youwiU consent, I 
pledge myself that you shall be well used. The 
preacher informed him that on gilch an evening 
he could be there, and if .an appointment was 
given out, he would, with the leave of Provi- 
dence, fulfill it The m^or assured him the 
appointment would be made, and requested the 
preacher to come to his house, and consider it 
his home while he remained in the place. This 
was assented to, and so they parted. When 
ihe day arrived, the preadber came in the after* 
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noon to Millford, And reoeived a hearty w^- 
cbme to the major's hoase,^ who soon hrought 
.forward hk -Bible, and commenced stating-- fafs 
deistical objections, and. pointing out what- he 
thought to be ineonsistencies and contradictions 
in it, though in a calm and gentlemanly man- 
ner. In this manner the afternoon passed, and 
the hotir for meeting having arrived, the con- 
gregation aaeembled in a lai^e' school-house, 
with, a swingmg partition in the <%ntre, which 
was raised,' and the house filled to overflowing. 
The seaison was solemn 'and impressive, and all 
seemed to listen. with deep a«ttontion. When 
the services wera dosed,' the major called the 
attention of the oongregatibn, and said he wished 
to know if they desired ihe preaching to be con- 
tinued,^ and called on those who were in favor 
to arise. The whole congregation were at once 
upon their feet, and an appointment was ao- 
eordiiigiy Jeft fi>r foar we^s from that evening. 
After returning to the major^S, the subject of 
the Bible and revealed religion was resumed 
and continued to a late hour. When the preacher 
eame from his room, at an early hour in the 
morning, tlie major met him, saying, << I have 
had a fire, and have been waiting for you for 
some time." The Scriptures were still the sub- 
ject a(^ conversation, antil the preacher perceived 
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that the major was eridentlj deeply' wrought 
upon by the Spirit of the Lord. Hetherefejre 
thought it best to leave hiiu for the present to 
his otrn reflections, and immediately started 
fi>r his next appointm^t, .without. dropping the 
least hint that he had diseorered the major's 
agitation. - 

On the day next preoedihg that on which the 
appointment was to.be again met at Millford, 
the major vfeat to meet the preacher at sxi ap- 
pointment a few miles distant, and on coming 
into the house where the preacher had put up, 
he took him by the hand^ and, biathed in tears, 
exclaimed,' ^ iTfind myself a. wretched sinner — 
undone, without the mercy bf God,'' After a 
little oonversation, they walked together to the 
Bchoiol^house, where, the meeting was to be held. 
The te^t was taken frmn Phil, i, 29 : << For unto 
you it is given in behalf of .Christ, not only to 
believe on him, but to suffer fw his s^e." 
While explaining the former part of this privi- 
lege,* given us in behaltf^ or throiigh Christ, the 
major found power by faith to lay hold upon 
the promises of Clod in Christ: the bonds w^e 
broken, and his soul exulted in the joy of par- 
doned sin. The major stayed for class meet- 
ing, and this being the nearest society to Mill- 
ford, he offered himself as a probationer for 
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xaemberehip before be left' the hoiise, and his 
name was enrolled mnong them/ At ihe ear- 
nest soHcitadon of the major, the preacher ac- 
companied him home that night— and what a 
scene! Then, for the first timd, the hushand 
aad wife unfolded to each other their views and 
feelings on the aUi-important subject of religkm. 
The neighbors were called Tin, and praise and 
prayer, and sighs and tears,' were mingled to- 
gether. Tii^ next evetmig Ibe school-house 
could not, contain the congregation which as- 
sembled, and the Presbyterian meeting-honse 
was obtained, afid many that ev^ng felt that 
the word of the Lord was' quick and powedul. 
. To give the particulars of the revival which 
followed in Millibtd Would fill mimy sheets; 
but I will only .add; a society was raised em- 
bracing the heHBids of many of the' first families 
in the place. Am<»ig these was Major Eddy, 
the father ci the Rev. L. A. Eddy, of the 
Oneida Conference. Major Badger exemplified 
religion in lif$ for a number of years, and left 
the world full of glorious hq>e of a blessed im- 
mortality. 
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NUMBER XXIV. 

OuK confepenoe eonuneDcedits^ ninth session 
at Lansing, formerly Grenoa, July 16, 1816, at 
the close of which I received. my- appointment 
to.Pompej circuit, .and had for my colleague 
Joseph M' dreary. And here again I was per- 
mitted jjo witness the power of divine grace in 
the conversion of many souk, particularly on 
the ' eastern part of the circuity in the town of 
Hamilton. A young man of the name of Syl- 
yeateir Wesley Higgias, who had license as an 
exhofter, was exceedingly jictiye and useful in 
this xeyival, and I had high hopes of his future 
usefulness in the chufcfa* . But since I left that 
part of llie work I have heard 'nothing of him-. 
Whether he .went to some other, part of the 
world, and has oontmued to be useM, or whe- 
ther he has gone to heaven, I know not. ' 

The tenth session of our conference com- 
menced at Vienna, Ontario county, July 1, 1819. 
For eight years previously to this, the '^ pre- 
siding, elder question" had agitated the church 
generally, and our conference in particular ; 
and there hdd been much party feeling mani- 
fested in the election of our delegates to the 
Creneral Conference. But at this ocmlerence 
we mutually agreed to lay aside party vie^s 
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and feelmga, so far as to elect pur delegates 
from among those who, in their views, took op- 
posite sides- of this question ; so that each partj 
might be fairly represented in the.Greperal Con- 
ference. The history of the j^roceedings of this 
General Conference vl ^hall not attempt te give 
in detail; as it has been frequently given r by 
those who took different views of the subject 
which then Agitated the diurcb" But there 
were moments during the session of that Gene^ 
ral Conference when the fears of many were 
excited for the safety and unity of: the church. 
But God interposed, ^nd though a partial se- 
cession afterward Uk^ place, yet it was com- 
paratively small, and the whole church finally 
settled down to quietude on this subject, sooii 
seemed satisfied to .let ttongs. remidn as they 
were. But during this state of agitation the 
church evidently suffered loss in spirituality, at 
least this was the ease in our conference, and I 
have reason for believing that^ it was 4;he case 
with at least some others. But this declension 
was followed by a glorious revival of the work 
of God anu^ng both preachers and people, which 
I desigii more particularly to notice hereafter. 

From the Vienna Conference I was returned 
to Pompey circuit for the second year, and had 
for my collei^e Paul Stowell^ who was then 
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« tke second year of his probaSiaB as a travel- 
og pi^acker. And here is auotlier instance of 
that ,for which I have expressed regret in a 
fonner number: that is, that we permit pro- 
bationers in the itinerancy, who die before they 
*re admitted into full membership wkh us, to 
go down to the grave in silence, no mention 
^ng made of them in oar aimual Mimites ; and 
fte publie w'e l6ft to infer what they please as 
the cause why their "names appear no more 
^^0K>ng US; Paul Stowell was not what is com- 
monlycdled a great preacher: his early <^ 
poitumties for mental cultivation had been very 
limited. This defect he was striving to remedy 
^ applying him^lf to reading and study. But 
^e was deeply imbued with the Spirit of his 
4ivine Master, and his jardent soul burned with 
strong desire for the salvation of his fellow-men. 
He was, therefore, instant in season and out of 
season, to reprove, rebuke, and exhort all with 
^hom he had intercourse ; and frequently, when 
addressing a congregation,^ he would f$ll upon 
Ws knees, and with flowing tears entreat them 
to be reconciled to God. But in the midst of 
^is career of usefulness he was seized with a 
fever, contracted no doubt in the low lands on 
the southern shore of Oneida Lake, where Tread- 
weU^ whom I have mentioned in a former nam- 
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ber^ fell a martyr to his work. J3rother Stow^ 
possessed fi. strong wad yigorous ixrtistitation, 
and whea seized bj the- deadly disease, ib)Q 
struggle between it and hi^ lobust form was tce^ 
mendouS) while it seemed that each was. con- 
tending for the inastery. !3ut the strong man 
was finally compelled to bow. The disease 
baffled not only the firm constitation of the sub- 
jecty but also the skill c^ experienced and atten- 
tive physiei^ins. Soon after the disease assumed 
a malignant aspect, rea^n faltered, and we there- 
fere had not the opportunity to converse with 
him, which was greatly desired ; but from what 
he expressed previously to this derangement, 
and from what we knew of his pious, imd de- 
voted life, we had the strongest assurance that 
though his death was a.loss to us^ to hjim it was 
eternal gain. • . 

Our conference ^r 1820 was aptwinied to 
commence at Lundy's Lane, -Upper Canada, 
July 20. Bishop Geoi^ had, on our retmm 
from the General Conference at Baltimore, 
agreed to be at my house in Oneida county on 
a given day, as he passed-from JNTantucket^ the 
seat of the New-EnglaiMi Conference, and I 
had agreed to convey him to ours. 

We did not in those days travel by sleam, as 
4s DOW BO common^ except on some of the more 
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importaot waters. Our land journeys were 
tedious and wearisome. The bishop and my- 
self started from my house in a buggy on Sat- 
urday, and proceeded to the town of Madison, 
Madison county, ^here we spent the sabbath ; 
and the bishop gave us a good sermon in a 
private house, as we had no churches built in 
that section of country at that time. On Mon- 
day we fell in company with other brethren, 
who were on their way to conference, and as 
we journeyed we put up for a night at the hoiise 
^lii^ William Ferguson, then and still living be- 
tween Yienna and Clifton Springs, Ontario 
county. And here I witnessed an instance of 
what had always been, and still is, a mystery to 
me ; that is, that a human being should assume 
the garb or profession of piety and religion, 
under which to serve the deviL That a man 
should misjudge his own case, and, through want 
of clearer light, think himself a Christian when 
he is not, is not unaccountable. But that a 
man, designing to do wickedly and serve the 
devil, should make pretensions to piety, seems 
to be a depth of wickedness and depravity too 
vast for finite comprehension. The case to 
which I allude was a^ follows : — There was at 
that time living neighbor to brother Ferguson 
a preacher who ha«l been an acquaintance and 
9 
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dasfl-mate of mine in ihe days of our jouth. I 
called on this brother in the evening, who stated 
that a member of the Ohio Conference was 
stopping at his house, who had been <to a vimt 
to his £riiend8 in the east, and was now return- 
ing, and was intending to take our eonfereiice in 
his way, and spend a few days^ with us, and that 
his name was Cornelius Springer. X knew from 
the Minutes that there was a preacher of that 
name in the Ohio C<mferenoe, but I had never 
sjsen him. On being introduced to the stranger, 
and hearing some of his . statenients conoeminf 
his journey; I was immediately impressed with 
the idea that he was an impostor, and had im- 
posed upon the family who had received him, 
and with whom I learned he had been staying 
for a day or two previously to our arrival, and 
they had been repairing or furnishing him vdth 
some articles of apparel, he having stated, as 
nearly as I can recollect, that he had lost his 
horse, and had-therefore been under the ne^es- 
sity to leave his portmanteau, in which was his 
clothing. 

Being under the impression that he was an 
impostor, I went directly back to brother Fer- 
guson's, and inquired of Bishop George if he was 
personally acquainted with Cornelius Springer 
of the Ohio Conference. He answered that he 
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vas. I then requested Mm to ^ve zne a de- 
scaription of his personal appearance, and told him 
of the stranger to whom I had heen introduoed. 
"But tile bishop's description in nowise oOrres- 
ponded with the appearance of this stranger. 
The bishop assured me, at the same dme, that 
Cornelias Springer Was a man of property, and 
would not be found abroad under the drcum- 
stances in which this person appeared. I took 
some of the- brethren with me, and went imme- 
diately back, and asked the stranger to show 
me his parchment, or certificate of ordination, 
but this he said he had left with his portman- 
teau. I then told him I doubted the truth of 
his statements, and believed him to be an im- 
postor : but if ho was the man he professed 
himself to be, he could readily satisfy us. of the 
fact by goii^ to the bishop's lodgings. This 
he declined doing, but said as we had such 
views of him he thought he would stay no 
longer, arose and adjusted his apparel, for he 
was partly undressed for the night, and hastily 
left the house. I followed him, and insisted 
that before he left he should confess the truth 
and the deception which he had used. He, 
however, started from me, and, taking the road 
westward, ran with great speed. There was 
a young man in the company which had ga- 
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tfaered lux)and who was extremely light of foot. 
I asked him if he thought he could overtake 
him ; if so, I wished him to pursue; The night 
was dark, and we could see notldng ; but we 
heard the race for some distance, and then the 
voice of the young man, saying,- "I have got 
him !** We went where he w«iS) but not know- 
ing what to do with him, as no peace officer 
was near, we agreed to let him go if he would 
confess that he had imposed upon* the family 
who had received him. ^his he finally did, still 
saying that his name was Cornelius Springer, 
hut not the person whom he had pretended; 
and so we parted in the darkness of 4;he night, 
after giving him such advice aa we thought 
suitable. 

The preacher who had kindly-^received this 
unworthy man had from one to two hundred 
dollars of book-money in his possession, which 
he had that day been arranging for conference, 
and which had been deposited in a 'drawer in 
the room where the stranger was to lodge, and 
of which he had knowledge, and with which he 
would undoubtedly have be^n missing the next 
morning had he not been detected. 
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NUMBER XXV. 

CoKTiNUiNG our joumej westward, we pass- 
ed through Bochester, which wad then only an 
inconsiderable village, hmd taking the ridge road 
we came into the neighborhood of a camp meet- 
ing, then in progress on the Grenesee district, of 
which Rev. Gideon Draper was at that time pre- 
siding elder. This meeting was held near where 
Brockport now stands, and here we spent a sab- 
bath ; Bishop George giving us one of his most 
powerftil and overwhelming sermons. On Mon- 
day we proceeded on our jouhiey, calling at 
the dwelfing of a brother Aruna Bennett, a 
local preacher, who, I think, was in deacon's oS 
ders, and was a man of resp&cfabiHtj and influ- 
ence in thlEit section of country, having been one 
of its eariv seHtlers. ' The country was new, and 
the roads, whenever we left the ridge, were ex- 
tremely uncomfortable, and the bishop frequent- 
ly asked, **Can you conceive of a more dis- 
agreeable situation for a man to be in, who has 
his health koA liberty, than to be riding over a 
log catiseway on wheels.*' We, however, ar- 
rived safe at Lewiston, and prepared to cross 
over to Queenston, on the Canada shore. But 
here the waters of the ^Niagara, which seem to 
be wrought up to the highest point of fury at 
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the &l]s, retain iheir rage tlie wliole distaaoe to 
Lake Ontario^ eddjing, fbanung, and dashing 
in eyerj oonceivable form and direction. I had 
never seen, aojthing to equal or compare with 
thiB, except at certain stages of the tide when 
ebbing and flowing in ^e Narrows between 
New-York and Long Island. And to one ua« 
aocustomad to these waters, it seemed like a 
hazardous enterprise to attempt to cros& We 
however landed safely on the opposite or Ci^- 
dian shore. But my feelings were indescribsr 
ble when, as we approached the ^hoire, I had a 
distinct view, a little to the left, of the crags and 
clefts of rocks where several of my Mends and 
acquabfances lay concealed, while the Indians 
were <»awling ak>ng the ahnost perpendicolar 
descenti in search of their prey, lifter the dis- 
astrous defeat of oar amiy under General Solo- 
mon Van Rensselaer at Que^iston Heights. 

Aft;er crossing the river, our way led qs up 
those heights by a road wlach ascended oblique^ 
ly; aod moving slowly along, we were over^ 
taken by a man on horseback, having the ap- 
pearance of a gentleman, who accosted us very 
pleasantly, and after a few remarks respecting 
the steepness of the rocks which hounded the 

shore, he remarked, ^'It was a d ftinny sight 

to see the Yankees driven down that ledge*" 
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Suddeidj «s aa ekctrie stock there came over me 
a feeling which I would not have retained one 
day for a world. It was such ba I supposed 
men sometimes feel when thej.are, or think they 
aj*e, insulted, and -are disposed to seek revenge .; 
tuid I thought of cannon, muskets^ swords, and 
retaliation. But this ^sudden impulse passed 
away ahnost as suddenly as it came, and. I felt 
only pity instead of revenge. 

After ascending these heights, a few miles' 
ride brought us to the entrance of the £Eu:-&med 
lAmd/s Lane, the scene of the hottest^ and for 
the nunrbers ejdgaged, the most bloody battle 
£>u^t during our last war with Great Britain. 
We took a particular survejr of the little emi- 
j^ence which was the rallying point in that bat- 
tle, and which I think we were told was taken 
and retaken nine times during the bottle, at the 
point of the bayonet. What midtitudes ^ bit 
the^ground in death" on that awful night I Dcdlen 
by >a, brother's hand. Their bones now lay 
quietly commin^dng in strange confusion, and 
but partially concealed, many of them were 
.bleaching in winter snows and summer showers 
and sun. We were also shown the little log 
house or cabin, under the .end of which General 
Scott was concealed by his MthM friends, when, 
covered with wounds, he could no longer fight 
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or order the battle.^ But why should such 
scenes desolate the earth in these enlightened 
ages and nations? We can ofier sonie apology 
for poor Mien humanity in the days and regions 
of heathen barfoaristn : but why should the two 
most enlightened and Christianized nations upon 
the earth still perpetuate this barbarous custom, 
and butcher each other for supposed or real 
wrongs? Surely there must be a niore con- 
sistent and Christian mode of deciding a contro- 
versy between nations as well as individuals, 
than an appeal to the sword. 

Of the falls of Nia^u'a, which we visited, I 
shall' notr attempt a description, as there are pro- 
bably but few of tliose who read these Recollec- 
tions who have not personally looked upon^this 
stupendous scene, and those who hove not, niay 
find descriptions in the various publications of 
these and former days, far more perfect than I 
can give. But I must say that while looking 
upon these mighty waters, the ojtlet of vast in- 
land seas, as they rush against, and leap over, 
or recoil from, the nigged rocks in the bed of 
the stream, immediately abovB the perpendicu- 
lar fall, and then their awful' plunge into the 
mighty caldron below, I had such humiliating 
views of myself, and ^uch a sense of the omni- 
potence of Him who formed and controls these 
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xniglity T7onders, as. I had never be£[>re realized. 
I was mQch pleased with the simplicity and ap- 
pfurent sineeritj ,of the Methodists in this part 
of Canada : but their manner of preparing their 
food wasiesB agreeable than their society. But 
this was^ comparatively trifling inccmvenience. 
The business of the conference had not pro- 
ceeded far when Bishop George notified me of 
his design to appoint me to the charge of a dis- 
^ trict. With this notice came a time of trial, 
^ such as I had never known before in relation to 
my work as a Methodist preacher. - Up to that 
, time I had never asked & bishop or presi^ng 
elder to give me ihisj or save me from that. 
, We -did not in those days, so far as I was ac- 
. qnainted, go to conference with arrangements 
previously made, either in our own minds, or 
with preachers or people, as to our field of la- 
bor. But believing that by sutoitting it, under 
God, to the authorities of the church, we should 
be more safe than in choosing for ourselves, we 
went cheerfully to the fields assigned us. But 
now I was brought into a strait : for though I 
had previously felt, in some degree, the respon- 
sibilities of a Christian minister and pastor, yet 
this was little in my estimation when compared 
with the charge of a district. I therefore remon- 
strated, argued, aad entreated, day after day,whilft 
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the oonferenoe was prooeeding witb its bnaihess. 
But the bishop was inexorable, and on a oep- 
tain day he took me far down into « meadow, 
and there assured me he shoold appoint me to 
Ontario district, unless I absolutely refiised to 
go. He then, after kneeling and prajing for 
me, said he would relate the circumstance of the 
first appointment of the Bev. J. B. Finlej to the 
office of presiding elder. .And though brother 
Finlej is still living, if this should meet his eje, 
he win pardon me for giving the relation, as 
there is one item in it which I think may he 
useful to others. The appointment was made, 
I believe, by Bishop M'Kendree, and the cir^ 
cumstances, as nearly as I can reinember, were 
as ibUows :-^Brother Finley had been set down 
in the list <^ appointments aS presiding elder of 
the Ohio district, without his knowlec^e of the 
fact, and when the appointments were read out^ 
brother Finley came to the bishop, much agi- 
tated, and in tears inquired, '^ Do you, sir, think 
that I am fit for a presiding elder?" Ta which 
the bishop replied, ^ We think, if you go to yoor 
work, and diligently inquire and search to know, 
and faithfully perform what you find to be duty, 
you will become more fit for the office." 

I tlunk it would be profitable to many of us, 
in our various stations in life, to write down, 
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and frequently repeat this sentence to ourselvea. 
This I take to be' tlie great secret of the success 
which has attended the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in days gone by. As was once said by 
an observer, << They are all at their woi^k, and 
always at it." I am very confident that if in 
the ministry and membership we all pursue our 
appropriate work, we shall soon see a mighty 
change for the better in the church and in the 
world around us. Before the conference closed, 
several of the preachers, who expected to remain 
in that part of the work included in the Ontario 
district, came and spoke soothing and encourage 
ii:^ words to me, assuring me that I should be 
courteously received, which gave me some reliet 
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Apteb returning home to Oneida county, I 
spent a feyf days in making preparations for my 
journey to vxj district, the nearest appoint- 
ment on which was at least one hundred miles ; 
and ta my first quarterly meeting was another 
hundred, a^r reaching -the district I was an 
entire stranger to the Country and people ; and 
it was, therefore, necessary b^ore removing my 
£unUy to go on myself and commence the -work. 
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and seek a place for them. I accordinglj 
started, and entered first upon my district at 
Catharine. From thence I passed to Big Flatts 
and Painted Post, on the Chemung River; and 
fording the river near where the village of 
Coming now stands, which was then a com- 
parative wilderness, I visited a family by the 
name of Gk)rton, from whom I hoped to get 
some information as to the place and distance 
of my quarterly meeting. After learning that 
I was yet fifty miles distant from the place of 
the meeting, and it being then near the evening 
of Friday, I recrossed the river, and proceeded 
up the Canesteo branch, between high mountains, 
and through an almost unbroken forest of pine 
and hemlock, intermingled with oak, until night 
was closing around me; when, coming to a 
small log cabin, I inquired of the inmates if they 
could keep me for the night, to which they an- 
swered in the affirmative, adding that they 
were in the habit of ^ entertaining travelers. 
But to me it was a place that did not promise 
many comforts, either for its occupants or tra- 
velers^ and I could see nothing that was to re- 
fresh my trusty, but weary and hungry horse. 
They, however^ assured me that they had some 
fresh grass down on the river's brink, where 
they would turn him. I therefore alighted, and 
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entered the place ; but I had been in only a fbw 
minutes, when a pedler drove up, who was pass- 
ing through the country exchanging his goods 
for deerskins, and he also must stop fbr the 
night, as. no other house or cabin was near. 
But before we laid down for the night, the 
family informed us that we might hear the 
howling of wolves, or the screech of the pan- 
ther around the house during the night; but 
that we need not be alarmed, as they would not 
break in. They also informed us that the 
rattle-snakes sometimes crept up from under the 
floor ; but that they would put us up upon the 
cixMs-beams of the house, where was a piece of 
rude flooring, and that the snakesv could not 
rea,ch us there. Before we laid down, it was 
.proposed that we should have prayer. This 
at first seemed to startle the family, but it was 
assented to, and the whole family, pedler and 
all, went down upon their knees when they 
saw me take that attitude ; and while we ren- 
dered thanks to God for mercies past, and im- 
plored his blessing and protection for time to 
come, the pedler in particular seemed much 
affected ; and when we were laid down together 
upon the straw, he seemed more inclined to 
converse apd inquire with reference to things 
eternal than to sleep. About four o'clock the 
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next morning I arose to pursue my journey, 
having yet some forty miles to travel to reach 
my quarterly meeting at eleven o'clock. But the 
pedler insisted that it wte unsafe lor me to 
travel alone at that hour, it being yet dark. 
He therefore arose and went for my horse, and 
brought one of his own, and, borrowing a sad- 
dle, he mounted and rode with me some six or 
eight miles, in a course directly opposite to that 
in which his business led him. When the sun 
was fairly up, and he thought I was in- no dan- 
ger from the wild beasts, he returned. Who he 
was, or whenee he came, I know not; but he 
was a person of gentlemanly manners, and, 
from the interest which he manifested in the 
ccmcems of his soul, I have hope of meeting 
him in heaven. After parting with my un- 
known friend, I jpushed forward, and r^ushed 
the place of the quarterly meeting about noon. 
Bather a bad beginning, to be sure, to be one 
hour too late at my first appointment ; but this 
was in consequence of being a stranger, and not 
knowing the distance, I had to travel. The 
preachers on the circuit were Andrew Peck 
and Bobert Parker. They received me as a 
brother ; and I still reckon the seasons I spent 
with them,^ and with the preachers generally 
on the Ontario district, during that and tha 
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three following years — ^whether among the 
mountain foredts and snows of Canesteo, or the 
more delightBil regi<ms of Canandaigua and 
Geneva — as the most agreeable and pleasant 
of my life. 

Having received my appointment to the 
Ontario district from Bishop George, and hav* 
ing in a former number promised some further 
extracts firom his letters, I will close this num- 
ber by giving the following, whidi is dated 
July 26th, 1821 :— 

" My Deab Brother, — ^I deem it my duty 
to propose a few questions, which you are at liber- 
ty to make such use of as you may think proper, 
among those whom they concern. The first is, 
are w^ not, as ministers, departing fixHU the 
spirit- of the itinerant plan adopted by our 
ikthers and predecessors, who by voluntary 
sacrifices, zealous labors and perseverance, have 
taken the ground, and formed the greater part 
of North America into circuits and stations? 
Did these veterans in Ibrmer days go to their 
conferences with the intention to search for 
pleasant places, or agreeable circuits and stations, 
made ready for their accommodation, and suited 
to their enjoyments ? Were they disappointed, 
afflicted, and vexed, if they were not gratified ? 
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If that had been the case at the time, when 
there were no such agreeable places, what would 
have become of us as a people? We may 
. safely answer, we should have been no people. 
Our predecessors would have retired to their 
homes, and there would have been no churches 
constituted or established. 

'^ Again: is it not unreasonable and oppressive 
to blame those who have the management of 
the appointments, when all |;he preachers are 
not suited with their circuits and stations, -while 
it is out of the power of those who arrange the 
appointments to make the places such as the 
preachers may desire ; and there must be in 
the present state of things .some places less 
agreeable tlian others ? 

^^ Again:, would it not be much more like the 
primitive ministers of Christ for preachei*s to go 
peaceably to their work, and make those dis- 
agreeable places pleasant, than to go murmuring 
because all things have not been made ready to 
their hands? In apostolic times, the ministers 
of the cross did not rejoice in entering into other 
men's labors ; but in making spirited efforts to 
preserve the testimony of a good conscience, 
and in - extending the victory of the cross 
among Jews and Gentiles, and of buildidg up 
the walls of Zion under the pressure of hunger, 
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nakedness, and persecuticMi of all kinds, rejoie- 
ing tiliat they were counted wot^j to suffer for 
the honor and glory of their holy Master. 
Would it not be the better way to deal plainly 
with such men, and let them kaawy that if they 
are not willing to share in the difficulties as well 
as the comforts of our institutions, they are not 
doing as they would others should do to them, 
and they may therefore expect to meet the 
frown of their brethr^i ; for no man will sub- 
mit peaceably to work hard constantiy and suffer 
privations, that others may enjoy the fruits of 
his labors perpetually. 

'^ Again: what shall .we do when our people 
make demands upon us for gifts and zeal which 
are not within our reach; and when they com- 
plain of those who have the management of 
arranging the appointments, because certain 
preachers are appointed to labor among them ; 
while we all know it is absolutely necessary to 
give such exceptionable preachers appoint- 
ments, while the conference returns such men 
effective ? 

<< Permit me to ask, further : would not gospel 
order and brotherly kindness direct us to in- 
form such brethren plainly what their standing 
is among the members of the church, that they 
may be stirred up to study and to holiness, and 
10 
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60 remove the objections against them, or retire 
from the field of labor ? for no man of common 
prudence would wish to impose himself upon 
a people who would inform him personally or 
otherwise that they did not want his services ! 
Perhaps it may be said, our people are hard to 
please. My acquaintance with the Methodists 
for a number of years has fixed an opini<m that 
they are disposed to patronize preachers whose 
gifts and labors are calculated to enlighten the 
understanding and warm the affections. But 
when they are neither instructed, quickened, nor 
comforted, they conclude such labors are worse 
than useless, as they ate only a waste of time. 
But if souls are quickened, ccmvicted, converted, 
and led on to holiness by the public and private 
labors of their preachers, the Methodist people 
are willing to encourage such preachers in erety 
way they prudently can. It is desirable that 
the superintendents, with the presiding elders 
and preachers, should agree on this very im- 
portant point, viz., that we extend ourselves more 
than heretofore, that our gifts may be generally 
disseminated, and that the great and blessed 
work may be promoted and carried on accord- 
ing to its primitive design, which was to raise a 
holy people. 

" Chi this subject of holiness, my dear brother, 
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permit me to plead with you affectionately, and 
with all the traveling and local preachers, to 
preach the doctrine and recommend the spirit 
and practice of holiness by a holy life and pious 
conversation. And permit me to plead success- 
fiiUy with the exhorters, leaders, and members 
generally, to pursue holiness as the highest and 
best gift of Heaven, while we are probationers 
in this world of tribulation. This is no time to 
lower the gospel standard, while we see the 
miserable doctrines of Socinianism and Anti- 
nomianism marching about with so much popu- 
larity. 

" Holiness, which places us at the feet of Jesus, 
where we may rejoice evermore, pray without 
ceasing, and in everything give thanks, will 
save us from the mischievous and ruinous con- 
tagion of such doctrines. We shall then con- 
stantly know for ourselves, that without divine 
assistance we can do nothing: but through 
Christ strengthening us we can do all things. 

" Permit me to ask an interest in your prayers, 
and in the prayers of all the brethren in the 
ministry and membership, at the same time 
assuring you that I shall pray for your peace, 
prosperity, and happiness. 

^ I remain yours in the bonds of a peaceful 
gospel, Enoch Georgb.** 
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